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PASSOVER and the DAYS of UNLEAVENED BREAD—2007 
The meaning of the lamb sacrifice, our foot washing, partaking of the 
bread and wine symbols, are all part of a meaningful participation in the 
first of God’s annual Holydays.    
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Feast of Tabernacles Costs 2004-2006

$18,000

$19,000

$20,000

$21,000

$22,000

2004 2005 2006

NOTES: 2006 extra costs reflect adding Moncton, New Brunswick as a Festival location.  
Major costs for a Festival site are hall rentals, assistance to members to attend, and equipment  
rentals. Festival Fund contributions covered about 90% of the total Festival costs across Canada last year.   
It is desirable to have Festival Fund contributions fully cover Festival costs for 2007.   

See article about the Festival Tithe on page  6.  

http://www.ucg.ca
http://www.revuebn.ca
http://www.unitednewscanada.org
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Our New Covenant Passover    
Before God put man on Earth, He placed 

the sun, moon and stars in the heavens as 
signs. This is not a matter of astrology, but 
of the times and seasons which God or-
dained to mark off the Holy Days in His 
great plan of salvation, step by step, year 
after year, until all is accomplished which 
God set out to do.   
Then God said, ‘Let us make man in Our 

image, according to Our like-
ness’ (beginning Genesis 1:26).  The first 
man Adam was made in the Fall when all 
the fruit of the Garden of Eden was ripe for 
plucking. The first kinds of all the other 
creatures were paraded before this su-
perbly intelligent man to be named. His 
language was precise, his intelligence su-
perb – he had not descended grunting from 
the trees!    
This first day of mankind’s history was 

probably the equivalent of what we today 
call the Feast of Trumpets, and if so we 
can well imagine the jubilant sound of 
trumpets raising their silver tones high 
above the exultant voices of the heavenly 
choir with all their accompaniment. What a 
day that was, the first day of history. It 
remains as New Year’s Day to the Hebrew 
people – Rosh Hashanah – the head of the 
year and the beginning of the civil calen-
dar.   
However, the seventh month of the Civil 

Calendar, Abib, was to become the first 
month of the Sacred Calendar by com-
mand of the Eternal, and it is by this calen-
dar that we observe the Lord’s Holy Days.  
‘This month shall be your beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the 
year to you’ (Exodus 12:2). By that reck-
oning Tishri became the seventh month of 
the Sacred Calendar, and the first day of 
Tishri is Trumpets.    
Every indication in the Bible is that Jesus 

Christ, the second Adam (the last Adam, 1 
Corinthians 15:45–50) was brought forth 
on the Day of Trumpets when the heavenly 
chorus sang ‘Glory to God in the Highest, 
and on Earth peace, goodwill toward 
men’ (Luke 2:14).   
Better, however, is the day of death than 

the day of birth (Ecclesiastes 7:1). This 
enigmatic statement of Solomon’s passes 
understanding if we do not know of the   

plan of salvation. The first month in Spring 
is Abib (Exodus 13:4, 34:18) which means 
‘green ears’ and it was toward the middle 
of this month that the first of the barley 
was harvested. For the people of God this 
is the first month of their Sacred Calendar. 
It corresponds to a period in March/April 
near the vernal equinox, which in 2007 
begins on March 20th.  On the 14th of this 
month (April 2nd) is the Lord’s Passover, 
and the seven days of Unleavened Bread 
will then follow from the 3rd to the 9th in-
clusive.   
Passover is the day of sacrifice on which 

the paschal lambs were slain, and on which 
the Lamb of God was sacrificed. It was 
known as the Day of Preparation, usually 
with regard to the removal of all leaven in 
preparation for the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, but also hearkening back to the 
preparation for the flight from Egypt in the 
Exodus. For Christians it is preparation for 
our flight from sin, entering into the Way 
of Life, following the steps (or stages) in 
the Plan of Salvation for all mankind as 
shown in God’s Holy Days.   These are the 
appointed feasts of the Lord, holy convo-
cations which we proclaim at their ap-
pointed times (Leviticus 23:4).    
There could be no salvation, no other 

feasts to follow, without the Passover com-
ing first. Had Christ failed, we would not 
be here. It trivializes Christ’s suffering for 
us to imagine it was all a fait accompli 
because it was ordained before the founda-
tion of the world (Revelation 13:8). Jesus 
Christ, after a life of trial, accusation, con-
tempt, and rejection (Isaiah 53:2,3) went to 
that torturous stake having already been 
scourged, pummeled and bruised, with 
blood running down His face and body, 
arms and legs, and was in fact so marred 
that He was scarcely recognizable as a 
human being (Isaiah 52:14). We should 
never forget the intensity of His prayer in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, so forceful that 
his sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling to the ground (Luke 22:44).  
  He prayed not for Himself, but 
for us, that He might not fail us, 
and that He might lead us into 
God’s Kingdom and everlasting 
life.  

  We keep the New Covenant Passover in  
remembrance of Him every year on the 
anniversary of that evening in which He  
was betrayed (1 Corinthians 11:23ff) and 
we take the bread and the wine in the same 
way that the church continued to do ever 
after.     
We do not keep the Jewish Passover, 

which is the remembrance of the passing 
over of their houses when the first born of 
Egypt were slain, and their forefathers 
were released. The blood of the lambs was 
daubed on their doorposts and lintels as a 
sign for the Lord to pass over their houses 
(Exodus 12:12,13). Their flight from Egypt 
began that night of the full moon, the 15th 

day of the month.  It was the birth of the 
nation of Israel, so to speak.     
Jesus Christ’s last supper was with His 

apostles the previous evening, at the begin-
ning of the fourteenth after sundown. He 
was crucified the following morning, 
nailed to the pole at about 9 a.m. and died 
in extreme agony at about 3 p.m., times 
corresponding to the morning and the eve-
ning sacrifices respectively.     
The Bible makes it perfectly clear that 

Passover is the fourteenth day of the first 
month of the sacred calendar, and is the 
first of God’s Feasts to be celebrated each 
year. Passover is not a High Holyday Sab-
bath, but is the Preparation day for the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, which begins 
on the fifteenth day, and that is a High 
Holyday Sabbath (John 19:31).     
The day and the hour of Jesus Christ’s 

death was at the same time that the paschal 
lambs had always been slain each year, as 
a type of Him, on the fourteenth day of the 
first month in mid-afternoon. Here is what 
the Bible says, using the Revised Standard 
Version for clarity: ‘And it was the third 
hour when they crucified Him’ (Mark 
15:25). The twelve-hour day began at 6 
a.m. and extended to 6 p.m. as a matter of 
practical application. The third hour was 
thus 9 a.m., and the time of the morning 
sacrifice.   
‘Now from the sixth hour (noon) there 

was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour (3 p.m.). At about the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Eli, la’ma sabach-than’ni?” that is, “My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing 
it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And 
one of them at once ran and took a sponge, 
filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, 
and gave it to Him to drink. But the others 
said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to save him.” And Jesus cried again 
with a loud voice and yielded up His 
spirit’ (Matthew 27:45–50).  
‘It was now about the sixth hour, and 

there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hour; while the sun’s light 
failed, and the curtain of the Temple was 
torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into Thy hands I com-
mit my spirit!” And having said this He 
breathed His last’ (Luke 23: 44 -46).     
From the above we see what it was that 

Jesus cried out the second time, as re-
corded by Matthew and Mark. But clearly, 
in all cases, it was at about the ninth hour, 
which is to say three o’clock in the after-
noon.   
There appears to be a discrepancy in the 

numbering of the hours in John’s Gospel, 
but it is merely the difference between 
Roman and Hebrew reckoning. This is the 
Word of the Living God, and any errors in 
reading it must be our own. Let’s look at 
the problem. The Jews had threatened Pi-
late that they would report him to Caesar if 
he favoured Jesus.   
‘When Pilate heard these words he 

brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judgment seat at a place called The Pave-
ment, and in Hebrew, Gab’batha. Now it 
was the day of Preparation for the Pass-
over; it was about the sixth hour. He said 
to the Jews, “Here is your King!” They 
cried out, “Away with him, away with 
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief 
priests answered, “We have no king but 
Caesar.”  Then he handed Him over to 
them to be crucified’ (John 19:13 -16).   
John’s record is true. The chief priests 

brought Jesus before Pilate at daybreak, 
which is to say 6 a.m., after conducting a 
totally illegal ‘kangaroo’ court through the 
night. But the Romans reckoned time from 
midnight, even as we do, so the sixth hour 
was 6 a.m. as it is for us. The Jews began 

their day at 6 a.m., so it was hour one by 
their reckoning.  It is quite simple really. 
  And this is what we remember, that He  
gave Himself up to the foulest of execu-
tions, being nailed to the bole of a tree and 
stood upright to writhe in agony in the 
sight of the people, tortured to death by the 
powers of Rome at behest of the insanely 
jealous leaders of the Jews. But He tri-
umphed over death magnificently, and did 
so for all mankind.        
The New Covenant Passover we observe, 

we keep in memory of Him, as He in-
structed:  ‘And He took bread, gave thanks 
and broke it, and gave it to them saying, 
“This is My body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me.” Likewise 
He also took the cup after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood, which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19, 
20).   
The apostle Paul reminds us of the same 

thing in 1 Corinthians 11: ‘For I received 
from the Lord that which I also delivered 
to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same 
night in which He was betrayed took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and said, “Take, eat; for this is My 
body which is broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same manner 
He also took the cup after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me” (verses 23 to 25).   
Notice again the simple statement of fact 

given with regard to the Holy Days in Le-
viticus 23:4: ‘These are the Feasts of the 
Lord, holy convocations which you shall 
proclaim in their appointed times.’  They 
are not Mosaic festivals, they are not 
Levitical holidays, they are God’s Holy 
Days, and they were put in place before 
Adam was created. The word moadim used 
in Genesis 1:14 is the same as that used in 
Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy 16 and 
means exactly the same thing in all cases. 
God appointed these times according to the 
apparent revolutions of the sun and moon 
relative to the Earth, and God’s people are 
to observe them according to the Sacred 
Calendar as they come around year by 
year. Does this seem a little pedantic?  
There is good reason. There are some peo-
ple in church groups who believe in ob-
serving Passover on the fifteenth day 

rather than the fourteenth. But it was the 
blood of the paschal lambs which provided 
the passing over of their houses, and it is  
the blood of the Lamb of God which alone 
can provide for the passing over of our 
sins.  
  He was sacrificed, as prophe-
sied, before the foundation of 
the world, at exactly the right 
time, on that consummate Pass-
over day which is the Door to 
eternity for all those who will be 
transformed into the family of 
God in fullness of time.  
  We are to keep the New Covenant Pass-
over each year on the anniversary of the 
evening in which He was betrayed. There 
simply is no other way whereby we might 
be accepted.  We must take the bread and 
wine representing His body and blood of 
the New Covenant exactly as He in-
structed.    
It is not the Jewish Passover. It is not the 

Christian rite of Communion which they 
keep at random times in the year, but the 
Lord’s Passover which we keep on the 
fourteenth day of the first month in re-
membrance of Him.    
Remember that only those firstborn who 

came under the shelter of the blood of the 
paschal lambs were spared. Without that 
blood every first-born of Israel would have 
died like everyone else’s in Egypt, native-
born or foreigner. Likewise, only those 
who are called to become first fruits (or 
first born), who accept the supreme sacri-
fice of Christ to save them from eternal 
death, can come under the shelter of His 
blood and move on to the promised inheri-
tance of the saints. We do keep the Night 
to be Much Observed, but that is a day 
later – and without the body and blood of 
Christ would be a day too late.   
It is as true today as it ever was and ever 

will be that we do not choose the times, 
which our Father keeps in His own hands.    
Let us then keep the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread with thanksgiving, after we first 
properly observe the Passover, taking the 
bread and the wine in remembrance of 
Him, on the anniversary of the evening in 
which He was betrayed.   
     
               George Carter – Toronto 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Passover service………    

FOOTWASHING HUMILITY  
ALSO LOVE, UNDERSTANDING AND 
HAPPINESS 
  The Church of God has been the target of 
many ideas aimed at diminishing the sym-
bols associated with the Passover Jesus 
Christ established almost two millennia 
ago. Some who have known the truth have 
advocated a move to the Jewish Passover, 
or Christianity’s Lord’s Supper. There are 
others who have decided the “Seder” was 
more important than the bread and wine, 
and then there are those who have now 
embraced Easter.   
Whatever the reasoning or argument, 

when the Passover Jesus instituted is aban-
doned, so goes the first symbol of the ser-
vice the Church of God keeps: foot-
washing.    
The lessons to be learned and re-learned 

year after year through washing one an-
other’s feet at the beginning of each Pass-
over service are profound. But they can 
only be learned by continuing the tradition 
Jesus Christ established the night before 
His death. Perhaps it might even be pro-
posed that taking part in the Foot-washing 
Ceremony each Passover might actually 
prevent misguided notions of replacing 
part, or all of the Service in favor of other 
practices mentioned earlier.     
If we believe Jesus Christ’s own words 

on the night before He died, the simple, yet 
elegant lessons of the Foot-washing Cere-
mony at Passover can be summarized as:  
Love motivates Doing; Doing gives Un-
derstanding; Understanding brings 
Happiness.   

“He loved his own and loved them to the 
end.”    
Jesus assembled His disciples before the 

Passover of the Jews and wanted to dem-
onstrate one final act of love to them be-
fore He departed from this life: He arose 
from supper and began to wash the feet of 
those present (John 13:1-5).   
With an example like this from the One 

Who knew the Father had given Him all 
things and that He was going back to be 
with the Father, might it not be imperative 
for us to attend Passover in an attitude of 
loving our own…all and any of our own…
to the end? What better way to demon-

strate loving our own than to wash one 
another’s feet? Among God’s people there 
should not be one person that we do not 
love enough to wash his feet. Love moti-
vates us to wash one another’s feet, or 
“love motivates doing!”  

“What I am doing you will understand 
later.”    
This act of washing the disciples’ feet 

caused Peter to question his Master. Jesus’ 
response was that until we experience foot-
washing we will not understand its mean-
ing and benefits (John 13:6-9).   
For our learning, Peter’s first foot-

washing experience is recorded as an in-
tense interaction between the disciple and 
the Teacher about the “why” and “how.” 
The culmination of this demonstration was 
a clear and profound exhortation to humil-
ity: “If your Lord and Teacher can wash 
your feet, you should be able to wash one 
another’s feet.” None of us exceed Jesus 
Christ in importance and His humility in 
washing the feet of His subjects is worthy 
of the emulation He instructed amongst 
ourselves (John 13:10-16). Taking part in 
the Foot-washing Ceremony gives us un-
derstanding of its importance, or “doing 
gives understanding!”  

“Happy are you if you do these things.”    
In surrounding society the act of washing 

the feet of another might be deemed as 
undignified and debasing, not something 
that can bring happiness. However, Jesus 
stated that happiness comes by following 
His example of foot-washing (John 13:17). 
His intention was to show that love for all, 
especially the brotherhood, and humility in 
esteeming others above ourselves result in 
happiness.    
To sincerely demonstrate our love for one 

another, and for them to earnestly return 
that love to us through the willingness to 
participate in foot-washing cannot produce 
anything but happiness. To show the hu-
mility of a servant to another, and observe 
another humbling himself in service to us 
through the washing of feet brings a happi-
ness that comes in not having to maintain a 
high self-estimation or compete with an-
other for preeminence.   

“Understanding [these things] brings 
happiness!”   
If love for others, especially our brethren, 

waxes cold, there will likely be no motiva-
tion to wash the feet of another. With the 
very first rite of Passover in the Church of 
God dismissed, why attend the service at 
all? Once annual attendance at the Pass-
over ceases, understanding of foot-washing 
in humble service to another diminishes. 
Finally, with a love-less existence and a 
self-destructive lack of humility, comes 
misery (not happiness) in a very inhospita-
ble and often cruel world.    
However, if we love our own to the end 

as demonstrated through foot-washing, 
understand the meaning of humbly wash-
ing one another’s feet and gain the happi-
ness that comes with understanding, there 
really is no substitute for the Passover as 
Christ established it. What do the customs 
and traditions of men have that surpasses 
our Passover, especially if we follow Je-
sus’ example of washing one another’s 
feet.   
When it comes to the Foot-washing Cere-

mony at Passover, love motivates doing…
d o i n g g i v e s u n d e r s t a n d i n g …
understanding brings happiness!  
               googleimages.com   

 Charles Desgrosseilliers - Toronto    
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THE FIVE Ws   
The spring Holy Day season is just 

around the corner and many of us are al-
ready thinking about the Feast of Taberna-
cles. Most of the planning for this year’s 
Feast has already been done. The bottom 
line is that the Feast of Tabernacles costs 
money. This article will examine how the 
Feast is paid for by showing the “Five Ws” 
of what we call Festival Fund. 
The first W is for “Who.”  Who contrib-
utes to the Festival Fund?    
Tithing is an accepted doctrine of the 

church. It was instituted as far back as 
Abraham (Genesis 14:18-22) and contin-
ues to this day. Although the methods of 
tithing have changed, the principle has not. 
Today those employed pay a tithe on 
earned income as we tithe on our 
“increase” (Deuteronomy 14:22). For retir-
ees and those without an earned income, 
contributions to the Festival fund are grate-
fully received.  
The second W is for “What.”  What is 
Festival Fund?   
We save 1/10th of our income for observ-

ing God’s annual festivals (Deut. 12:17-18, 
14:22-26). Festival Fund is simply 1/10th 

of our Festival, or second tithe. We can 
generally anticipate how much second tithe 

we will have for the Feast, and we can take 
1/10th of that amount and give it as a tax-
deductible Festival Fund donation. The 
Festival Fund pays for the expenses of 
running the Feast of Tabernacles in Can-
ada. 
The third W is for “Where.”  Where do 
we send our Festival Fund contribu-
tions?   
Festival Fund contributions can be sent to 

the Canadian office. It should be marked 
on the cheque or money order that it is for 
the Festival Fund. Alternatively, a note can 
be included with the donation that the 
money is for the Festival Fund. If we per-
sonally find we have excess funds of sec-
ond tithe left over after the Feast we can 
also voluntarily choose to send that in as a 
contribution. 
The fourth W is for “When.”  When do 
we send Festival Fund?   
Festival Fund donations can be sent in at 

any time of the year. It is preferable that 
they be sent from April to October which 
is when the bulk of Festival expenses are 
paid. Every spring, the United News lists 
all the locations around the world where 
the Feast of Tabernacles will be held. 
There is also a Festival registration form 
and a coupon for Festival Fund contribu-

tions. (Registration is vital for those who 
plan to attend the Feast of Tabernacles 
because it is important for festival plan-
ning. There are instructions for festival 
registration included in the United News.) 
The fifth W is for “Why.”  Why do we 
have a Festival Fund?   
Festival Fund is used to pay operating 

costs for the Feast of Tabernacles. It is 
used to pay for hall rentals, equipment 
rentals, and deposits that may be needed. It 
is also used for financial assistance to help 
those who would otherwise be unable to 
attend the Feast of Tabernacles. Meals, 
dances and other activities at the Feast 
should be financially self-supporting and 
donations or ticket sales are conducted at 
each Feast site for these purposes.    
These are the Five ‘Ws’ of the Festival 

Fund. For more information on tithing, 
please read or request a copy of the book-
let, What Does the Bible Teach About Tith-
ing? For more information on God’s Holy 
Days, please read or request a copy of the 
booklet, God’s Holy Day Plan: The Prom-
ise of Hope for All Mankind.   
Let’s remember to include the Festival 

Fund in our own feast planning.  

   Edwin van Pelt – Toronto office   

Pastoral Seminar—Cincinnati 
David Palmer reports:    
My travel to Cincinnati was a little ex-

hausting through flight delays and not ar-
riving until around midnight. I was met at 
the airport by our Canadian Webmaster 
Paul Wasilkoff, who works out of the 
Home Office in Cincinnati, and so began a 
very worthwhile experience.    
The opening session of the pastoral semi-

nar began the very next morning with each 
of the participants giving an introduction 
and brief overview of the areas they pas-
tor. Richard Pinelli, who began with an 
introductory lecture on the “High Calling 
of God,” organized the seminar sessions. 
This was followed by Jim Franks, Opera-
tions Manager for Ministerial Services, on 
the topic, “Development of Doctrine.”   
And so it went through ten days of exten-

sive material designed to help pastors who 
have never had the opportunity for formal 
training. This was an initial session for the   

United Church of God and the 15 partici-
pants who were the first to be involved. A 
large volume of documentation and infor-
mation on a variety of subjects was dis-
cussed over the 10-day period, some of the 
material lending to interactive workshops. 
Instructors from the Home Office, senior 
pastors and former instructors from Am-
bassador College, led us through such top-
ics as, “Teaching As You Have Been 
Taught,” “Pastoral Principles of Timothy 
and Titus,” (taught by UCG President 
Clyde Kilough), “Making Scripture Come 
to Life” and biblical teachings on such 
issues as Baptism/Re-baptism, and Di-
vorce and Remarriage.   
The interaction allowing for open discus-

sion and “question and answer” sessions 
were very informative, especially on some 
of the more controversial subjects.   
We covered over 30 subjects in this first 

initial session, with another 30 or more   

scheduled for the second round, which 
takes place in mid March. The last of the 
sessions will be held in mid May.    
So while the trip from Canada’s west 

coast to Ohio makes for a long day in get-
ting there, it is all worth every effort to be 
able take part in one of the most advanced 
training sessions in the United Church of 
God.  
                                                                                          
David Palmer – Vancouver  
                       

Dennis Horlick reports: 
  My flight to Cincinnati was shorter, but 
not without complication. It can be ex-
plained as: When the passenger arrives and 
his luggage doesn’t, an emergency kit 
from the Holiday Inn comes in real handy.  

(Continued on page 20) 
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The Illegal Trial of Jesus   
“After two thousand years a brilliant 

lawyer proves that Jesus of Nazareth 
was tried and condemned to death for 
treason and blasphemy in direct and 
specific violation of the laws of His own 
time, both religious and civil.” (Charter 
Book publishers-New York).    
This article reviews some of the 

points made by lawyer Earle L. Wingo: 
attorney for the defense of Jesus 
Christ. The following are excerpts from 
his book, “The Illegal Trial of Jesus” 
  Who was Jesus of Nazareth? What did He 
teach? Was He God in the flesh? Was He 
only a man? Why did He die? Few will 
dispute that a man named Jesus lived 2,000 
years ago and that He was a great teacher 
who impacted the world from His time 
onward. But the world in general sees Him 
as a controversial figure. After all, He 
made an incredible claim, that He was the 
very Son of God, the long-prophesied 
Messiah!    
Yet the religious authorities in Jerusalem 

rejected Him and eventually succeeded in 
having Him put to death. Likewise, the 
local Roman civil authorities also saw Him 
as a threat and became complicit in His 
execution. The religions of His day, both 
Judaism and paganism, opposed the 
growth of His teachings and used unlawful 
and violent means to destroy those who 
became the Church that He said he would 
build.     
Amazingly, a prophecy written long be-

fore His birth predicted that Jesus Christ 
would be rejected not only by His own 
people, but also by the world in general. In 
fact Jesus Himself referred to this proph-
ecy when He told His followers: “Have 
you never read in the Scriptures: The stone 
which the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes” (Matthew 21:42, NKJV). The Apos-
tle Peter later repeated it, “This is the 
‘stone which was rejected by you builders, 
which has become the chief cornerstone. 
Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:11-12, NKJV).   

The ways the trial of Jesus Christ was 
illegal.    
Filled with jealousy and hatred, both the 

local religious hierarchy and the civil Ro-
man government of Judea wanted to get rid 
of a man they perceived as a threat to their 
authority. As a result they were willing to 
break even their own laws. In fact they 
ignored many specific laws related to both 
their religious code and civil law.   
A first unlawful act was the apprehen-

sion of Jesus by a multitude led by Judas 
Iscariot. While Judas was in effect in 
charge of the mob under the law of that 
day, he was required to either show evi-
dence of authority or turn authority over to 
the High Priest. He didn’t. He stood by 
while the soldiers ‘captured’ Jesus, which 
did not constitute a legal arrest. It was also 
mandatory to inform the person being ar-
rested what the charges were. In Jesus’ 
case they didn’t charge Him with anything 
at that point, which was also illegal.   
A second wrongful and unlawful act was 

when they bound Jesus and brought Him 
before Annas, who since he had no judicial 
position therefore had no legal jurisdiction 
over Christ. As well, the law prohibited 
taking a prisoner before any one individ-
ual, even a judge, for private examination. 
But Annas, who was in conspiracy with 
the High Priest (his son-in-law), and Judas, 
went ahead and ordered Jesus before him 
in private, thus breaking Jewish law.  
  The story of how Jesus cleared the temple 
of the money changers is well known. 
What is not as well known is that it was 
Annas who allowed the money changers 
into the temple. So when Jesus threw them  
out Annas was not only embarrassed, he 
lost money. The author describes this in 
his chapter, “Principal Characters Involved 
Against Jesus.” He spends several pages 
explaining how Annas held that posi-
tion. One statement is, “Although Annas 
had become old and rather feeble, now in 
his eighties, he was still possessed with 
great wealth and political power in Jeru-
salem.”  In the same section the author 
writes that the money-changers were hire-
lings of Annas, and when they were tossed 
out from the temple, Annas was not only 
furious and embarrassed but lost the in-
come derived from the sale of birds and  
lambs used for sacrifices. “What a sight! 

Droves of poor Jews trudging daily into 
the Temple to offer up their sacrifices, and 
being forced to purchase their lambs and 
doves, exchange their coins, with Annas’ 
agents---since he had a monopoly on that 
sordid business.”   
Next we deal with the selection of the 

Sanhedrin, the religious group who would 
try Jesus. First, ecclesiastical law prohib-
ited any member of the Sanhedrin from 
sitting in judgment of any accused if they 
had any personal dealings with the individ-
ual that might cause them to be biased. 
Exact language of the Sanhedrin code 
reads: “Nor under any circumstances is a 
man known to be at enmity with the ac-
cused person permitted to occupy a posi-
tion among the judges.”  It was a law that 
served to protect an accused from being 
tried before judges who were his enemies. 
Several members of the Sanhedrin under 
that law should have been disqualified.    
Another regulation broken related to the 

Passover. Their own law prohibited the 
Sanhedrin from meeting during the Pass-
over, but they ignored that prohibition.   
A major error involved witnesses. Mo-

saic law states, “At the mouth of two wit-
nesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is 
worthy of death be put to death, but at the 
mouth of one witness he shall not be put to 
death.” They couldn’t find even one true 
witness, so they willfully broke the 9th 
commandment ”Thou shalt not bear false 
witness” and found an individual willing 
to do just that.    
A further error was related to jurisdic-

tion. All courts are limited in their scope. 
The Sanhedrin had no jurisdiction in the 
case against Jesus, because until a prisoner 
had been lawfully arrested and charged 
they had no right to make judgment. Jesus 
had not been legally charged. There was 
no warrant for His arrest They had simply 
snuck out at night, captured Him, and then 
took Him before an unlawful 23-member 
court.     

There were several other infractions 
of law, including failing to allow Christ to 
introduce witnesses of His own, which He 
would not have done, but they didn’t know 
that! Another law of that day they ignored 
was an individual’s confession. If it was  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Spring cleaning for unleavened bread……..                  

Unleavened Bread…… 
Not just a Spring Cleaning    
When we think of the Days of Unleav-

ened Bread, what is the first thing that 
comes to mind? For many, it is related to 
cleaning our homes, a time to really get 
down to business and make sure that every 
bit of leavening that’s been hidden in vari-
ous places of the house over the past year 
is found and eradicated.   
It is proper to do spring cleaning since 

yeast is associated with sin. But it is not 
the most important thing with which to be 
concerned. If we put too much emphasis 
on this one aspect of the Days of Unleav-
ened Bread, we may lose sight of the 
‘weightier’ matters of their meaning. 
Christ admonished the Pharisees that 
cleaning the ‘outside’ of the cup, as good 
as it may be, is spiritually not enough. Do-
ing all the right things physically will 
never make us right with God.    
Matthew 5:8 tells us that ‘the pure in 

heart will see God.’ Though we may not 
always think about it, there is a direct rela-
tionship with this beatitude from Matthew 
5 and the Days of Unleavened Bread. The 
Beatitudes encourage us to maintain the 
sinless life that we have been called to, and 
remaining sinless requires far more than 

keeping the outside of our bodies, or the 
inside of our homes, free from some form 
of yeast (sin) or leaven.   
The very special yearly observance of the 

Passover provides us with an opportunity 
to renew our commitment to the precious 
promise we made at baptism to follow 
God’s instructions through obedience. This 
includes keeping the Days of Unleavened 
Bread with a greater desire to eradicate sin 
out of our lives. Cleaning our homes helps 
this focus. The scriptural exhortation to 
‘examine ourselves’ requires a deep look 
into every area of our lives. The Old Testa-
ment admonishment to clean leaven out of 
the home of any and all yeast is for us to-
day an emphasis upon the spiritual.    
The first Passover is recorded in Exodus 

12:1-14. To a Christian, these verses 
should move us to a life of gratefulness 
and service to others. But it doesn’t end 
there as we know. Verses 15 through 20 
instruct us to keep the Passover for seven 
days, each day refraining from eating any-
thing that contains yeast, as a means of 
reflecting on the sinless life of the Lamb. 
The Passover sacrifice was done as a type 
of the very Son of God who would ulti-
mately die for the sins of the world. Many 
in the world today believe that after 
Christ’s  death all of the Old Testament 

rituals were done away. However, nothing 
could be further from the truth. Paul attests 
to the keeping of the Passover and Days of 
Unleavened Bread long after Christ’s 
death when he clearly said,  “Let us KEEP 
the Feast” (1 Corinthians 5:8).    
The shift from physical to spiritual is 

clear, not with the “old leaven”, but with 
the ‘unleavened bread’ of  ‘sincerity and 
truth.’ It is a cleansing of the heart that 
needs to take place. God’s Truth sets us 
free from the clutches of Satan and the 
deception of the world.   
We can spend hours physically cleaning 

our homes, thinking that is sufficient. 
However, there is more that needs to be 
done and we should not fail to look deep 
into our hearts to spiritually clean up what 
only God can see.   
Let us indeed keep the Feast. Let us 

equally strive as we clean our homes, to 
put as much or better effort into cleaning 
our hearts. This will provide a pure and 
sparkling clean environment for God’s 
Spirit to dwell in. It will be a place where 
He would be able to say, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant.’  

           Pat and JoAnne Read -  
                                         Toronto 

the only evidence, the court was then pro-
hibited from issuing a death sentence. 
Again quoting their law, “A criminal case, 
where a death sentence is to be pro-
nounced can not be concluded before the 
following day.”    
What happened to Jesus of Nazareth was 

highly unlawful and illegal under the law 
of His day. Yet while we can look back at 
the religious leadership of 2,000 years ago, 
the Roman civil authorities, and the mob 
that screamed ‘Crucify Him,’ the Bible 
makes it clear that it is the sins of all hu-
manity that brought Christ to the stake.    
In the book of Isaiah we read this pro-

phetic statement, “He is despised and re-
jected of men; a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief: and we hid as it were 
our faces from him; he was despised, and 
we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 

we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But he was tortured for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity (lawlessness) of us all. He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter” (Isaiah 53:3-7 
KJV).    

Jesus Christ died a horrifying death in 
the most cruel and inhumane way known 
to the world at that time. His trial may 
have been illegal, and His death  murder. 
Yet it was not without purpose. “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life. For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be 

saved” (John 3:16-17). 
                                      
(End note on sources for the author’s evi-
dence. On page 48, the author writes, 
“Rather than clutter this review with re-
peated source authorities by referring to 
foot-notes, which is rather cumbersome, 
the following statement is made.  
  Quotations from the several provisions of 
Hebrew law respecting the trial of Christ 
came from and are amply supported by the 
following authorities: Leviticus; Numbers; 
Deuteronomy; Talmud; Innes “The Trial of 
Jesus Christ”;  Edersheim, "Life and Times 
of Jesus the Messiah”; Mendelsohn, 
“Criminal Jurisprudence of Ancient He-
brews”; Maimonides, “Sanhedrin IV”; 
Simon Greenleaf, “Law of Evidence”, 
Benny, “Criminal Code of the Jews”; and 
the writings of Josephus”).   

            David Palmer - Vancouver 

(Continued from page 7) ILLEGAL TRIAL 
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UNLEAVENED BREAD: MISTAKES 
ARE LESSONS LEARNED   
In thinking over the importance of keep-

ing the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 
cleaning out and removing of everything 
that could possibly contain any type of 
leaven gives us valuable lessons. Despite 
being as careful as we can possibly be, 
nevertheless our humanity sometimes trips 
us up. I confess that I have made a mis-
take…..or two.    
One occasion was very early after bap-

tism. I awakened one morning during the 
Feast and had to rush off to accomplish 
some task which now escapes me. On 
rushing out the door, the only thought, 
amongst my other concerns for whatever 
lay ahead, was a nice cup of coffee - along 
with a muffin, at my favourite coffee es-
tablishment.  I downed both with gusto. A 
short time later it registered that these were 
the DAYS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD!!!  I 
felt guilty about how easy it was for me to 
forget when caught up in my day-to-day 
activities. A great lesson was learned: to 
pay closer attention to our daily walk with 
God, despite the busyness of our lives.    
We respect God’s Holy Days and the 

ultimate wonderful goal they spell out for 
us on our way to God’s Kingdom. But I 
believe God has a great sense of humour. 
And if we don’t take ourselves too seri-
ously, though always mindful that we must 
seriously strive to pay attention to God’s 
commands, we can perceive some humour 
in our efforts to be sincere on our Christian 
journey. Some of the stories from fellow 
church members have helped me to under-
stand how very prone we all are to our 
human weaknesses. 
Member stories.     
One memorable story I heard, related 

long ago now, was how one family on a 
last-minute check as the sun was slowly 
inching towards the horizon, came across a 
bag of fluffy bread croutons left behind in 
a cabinet. With great alarm they grabbed 
the bag, tossed the contents into the toilet, 
and flushed. And with great alacrity the 
fluffy croutons resurfaced, refusing to dis-
appear down the toilet. With subsequent 
flushes and becoming ever more water-
logged, they slowly began to disappear 
until finally, with much rejoicing and one 

last flush, the toilet evacuated the last of 
the croutons out of the system, and hope-
fully out of the house.     
Another story related was when some 

members stopped at a fast food spot to 
purchase hamburgers. Only after the pur-
chase did it occur to them that they could-
n’t eat them. Trying not to attract too much 
attention, they slowly removed the buns 
from the meat, keeping the condiments, 
and quietly hid the buns within their nap-
kins.   
Another story related was how after the 

Feast, when a mother was baking a cake, 
her young daughters, helping in the proc-
ess by adding some of the ingredients, 
asked when was she going to add in the 
“sin?”  As the mother related, “That proves 
that young children do listen to the ser-
mons.”   
Another family told how they stopped in 

at a Tim Horton’s during Unleavened 
Bread, and one of their sons “won” a donut 
with a “roll up the rim to win” coffee cup. 
At another time, one very young son forgot 
his lunch during the Feast and so several of 
his classmates offered him a sandwich, to 
which he declined their kind offers. The 
teacher upon seeing this, said to him rather 
testily, “Well, if you’re going to be that 
fussy then you’re not getting anything to 

eat.” So of course he thought he would be 
going hungry the rest of the day.  Imagine 
how happy he was to discover that Mom 
had brought his lunch to school after all, 
which he discovered when they went out 
for recess.     
Then there was the couple who were very 

thorough in their Unleavened Bread clean-
up, ensuring that there were absolutely no 
crumbs left anywhere. They lived on a 
hobby farm and had some chickens and a 
hen house. With all cleaning done they 
could finally relax, sit back and enjoy the 
Holy Days. The First Day of Unleavened 
Bread arrived and in walked the wife’s 
parents, really excited because they had 
brought them a wonderful gift. As they 
came into the house, they proudly dis-

played crates full of day-old bread and 
donuts. They had been to a bakery and 
were able to get baked goods absolutely 
free, which were certainly good enough for 
the chickens. The husbands’ eyes widened 
as he moved to help his father-in-law who 
was carrying in the heavy crates. He didn't 
know what to do, what to say, or where to 
put them. These parents were none too 
enthusiastic about the Church, and so not 
wanting to create any more stress than 
necessary, the husband quietly took the 
crates, walked out of the house, and set 
them outside on the neighbor’s side of the 
yard. In the meantime Dad was expound-
ing on the really good bread, only a day 
old, which could be frozen not only for the 
chickens but also for themselves and used 
later. After her parents left, the couple 
went out, retrieved the crates and quietly 
“dumped” all the bakery goods.      
Now, you would think that I had learnt 

my own lesson after some thirty years in 
the Church. This past Feast of Unleavened 
Bread ‘06 arrived as usual and one morn-
ing I arose from bed and had to rush off to 
accomplish some task, which again now 
escapes me. On rushing out the door my 
only thought, amongst my other concerns 
for whatever lay ahead, was a nice cup of 
coffee along with a muffin, at my favourite 

coffee establishment.  As I lifted the warm, 
mouth-watering muffin and took a hefty 
bite, the words “UNLEAVENED BREAD” 
slowly scrawled themselves across my 
mind.     

I quickly grabbed my napkin, and glanc-
ing about to see if anyone was watching, 
quickly removed the contents from my 
mouth. I have to be very honest......it was 
really one of the tastiest muffins I had ever 
bitten into. But, seriously, I was greatly 
pleased in the fact that I did remember.  It 
all just goes to show how our human 
weaknesses can really trip us up!  
            
                Isabelle Nicol – Ottawa   
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Are you a Martha, or a Mary, 
about Sabbath Services? 
  Imagine receiving a phone call to say that 
the head of the church was in town and 
would like to come and visit you. What 
would be your instant concerns? “Oh, I 
need to quickly shop, get supplies. I have 
to vacuum, polish and make the beds. Oh, 
I have to get the kids’ rooms cleaned up.”  
  Or, by contrast might it be, “Oh, I need to 
check my notebook and pen. I have to 
write everything down. There will be so 
much to learn. This will be a once in a 
lifetime opportunity.”   
There was such a scene in a small town 

called Bethany, a couple of miles outside 
Jerusalem. It was the home of Martha and 
where her sister Mary and brother Lazarus 
also lived. We can read of insightful home 
economics in Luke 10:38-42. There are 
only five short verses, but they are packed 
with teaching and instruction on ‘choosing 
the good part.’    
Scripture tells us that Jesus loved Martha 

(John 11:5), and that after Lazarus’ resur-
rection Martha ‘served’ while Mary took a 
pound of costly spikenard ointment to 
anoint Christ’s feet (John12:2-3). We as-
sume this is the same town, house and 
family that these scriptures are describing.    
Now for the teaching. It was Martha who 

invited Christ to her home and we assume 
as perhaps a widow she was the house 
mistress. In that role she is naturally pre-
occupied with household duties needed to 
provide a proper welcoming meal for 
Christ and those with him. It is acknowl-
edged that this is not a simple task for any 
woman, anytime. Martha was not being 
worldly – but caring. Yet there is a con-
trast brought out with her younger sister, 
Mary.    
We find Mary is sitting at Christ’s feet, 

listening. Sitting at the ‘feet’ of the 
teacher, like Paul did to Gamaliel (Acts 
22:3), means Mary was a ‘disciple’ of 
Jesus and was listening attentively to His 
instructions and anxious to learn His 
teachings.   
Now comes the clash of interests. Martha 

is busily trying to get her meal and hospi-
tality underway and needs help. She had 
probably already attempted to catch her 
sister’s eye, possibly had banged about on 

pots in the kitchen to draw attention to her 
need, and finally in what we can assume 
was some exasperation, she actually enters 
the room and interrupts Christ in his teach-
ing. She mildly reproaches Christ for not 
‘caring’ that she has been left to do all the 
kitchen preparation while her sister just 
sits in the room with everyone else. Her 
improper reproof of Christ seems to imply 
that He had encouraged Mary to neglect 
her duty. She then adds that if Christ were 
to ‘tell Mary’ to leave listening and get to 
the kitchen, she would be forced to get up 
and serve.    
One would think the scene must have 

been a little embarrassing. Christ responds 
with a tender reproof in return and says, 
“Martha, Martha, you are troubled about 
so many things.” And now came the vital 
teaching. “But one thing is needed, and 
Mary has chosen that good part.” It was-
n’t that her distraction with serving was 
wrong – it was all part of a necessary hos-
pitality. But, when contrasted with the 

words of eternal life, this physical serving 
was secondary. And Mary had made the 
right choice. Whether they eat sooner or 
later, whether a fine smorgasbord with 
serviettes and the best cutlery, or just 
bread, cheese and water using their fin-
gers, really didn’t matter compared to 
‘listening and hearing’ the Word of God.   

In your Sabbath attendance – are 
you a Martha or a Mary?   
Is our two-hour church service too long 

for you? During Sabbath services are you 
worried about getting home, beating rush 
hour traffic, being late to a restaurant or 
movie? Do little irritations rob you of 
profit? Maybe you feel the hall is too hot 
or too cold, or the sound system inade-
quate. There are pesky irritations to con-
centration which can be noisy children or 
adults whispering too much. Some incon-
veniences are beyond our control while 
some are just personal irritations.   
What might be a contrasting Mary re-

sponse? “Oh, I can’t wait to get to services 

again. It all goes so quickly. I’m really 
looking forward to sing hymns of praise to 
my unseen God in church fellowship. I 
hope there will be some spiritual ‘key’ to 
further overcome and strengthen me as a 
Firstfriut Christian. I look forward to in-
sights from fellowship that carry me 
through each week.”    
Some Martha preoccupations might be 

that you’ve heard the topic before, why 
don’t they speak up, can’t stand that voice, 
or someone is singing out of tune. Or, 
“Oh, no - so and so is speaking, it’ll be the 
same old thing, downloading the internet 
would have been better.”  
Positives in attending Sabbath ser-
vices.      
It’s good to occasionally contrast the vast 

difference between the world’s entertain-
ment and church services. Consider movie 
time and content, with the length of church 
services. In Ottawa over the December 
period, the following is a sample of mov-
ies advertised: Black Christmas, 91 mins. 

violence, gory scenes, course language; 
Apocalypto, 138 mins. violence, disturbing 
content; Blood Diamond, 143 mins. not 
rec. for children, violence, disturbing con-
tent, coarse language.    
Even in an immoral world, theatres pro-

vide prior adult content warnings. Do 
these reflect what a true Christian would 
want to see or hear? Yet in any movie, 
along with screen ad. preview time, you 
will be sitting down longer than in a Sab-
bath service of God’s Church. What a vast 
contrast in content, language and purpose. 
This helps illustrate appreciating coming 
to Church and what services can do for us.   

A review of positive reasons. 
  A first response often given for attending 
church is to obey God (Hebrews 10:25). 
Yet, we all know you can obey yet still be 
unhappy about it! The task is to be posi-
tive at Church – not in a state of ‘having’ 
to be there. Here are some positives that 
church members have contributed.  

(Continued on page 11) 

   

The short time at church provides us with a mini vacation from 
the frustrations of a Satan-influenced world around us.  
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* To sing hymns of praise to God, aware 
He can be watching and listening (Psalm 
139:7).      

* To learn from people of different na-
tionality or socio/economic background.    
* To add to your family “adopted” aunts, 

uncles, grandparents, and cousins (Mark 
10:29-30).    
* To be able to express frustrations of 

‘being in the world but not of it’ with peo-
ple who understand and who can some-
times give helpful, coping perspectives.    
* To share the joys, blessings, hurts and 

heartaches of others and ourselves.    
* To have people who care enough to fast 

and pray for you when you need it most.  
  * To reach for higher standards yet under-
stand that all humans make mistakes and 
fall short.  
  * To have examples of genuine Christian   

living for our children and ourselves.    
* To be involved in something ‘bigger’ 

than ourselves or immediate family.    

* To share in the contagious enthusiasm 
of the Work by contact with other enthusi-
astic people.    
* Services help us socialize with spiritu-

ally and theologically compatible people.     
* Services provide us an opportunity to 

make friends and bond with others in the 
spiritual family.   
Prepare ahead of time.   

 Spend some time in prayer before 
going to services, asking for an attitude of 
seeking to ‘learn’ from the day, from the 
messages, and from fellowship conversa-
tions. 

Pray ahead of time that you might 
learn some vital ‘key’ to change your 
physical or spiritual life.  

Pray before going that you can 
confidently take hold of any opportunity to 
assist someone in need – either by your 
example, conversation, experience, or 
comfort.  

Strive to attend with an attitude to 
serve, contribute, help out, instead of just 
being an attendee who comes and goes at 
leisure while everyone else does the neces-
sary set-up and clean-up tasks.    
All Christians probably have a battle at 

some time or another with having a posi-
tive attitude and approach in attending 
Church. How are you doing currently? Are 
you a Martha? Or, a Mary who chose the 
better way!    
When we strive for positives in attending 

church services, we are seeking to demon-
strate to Christ, the Head of the Church 
and our eventual Judge, the hope that our 
attendance will be pleasing in His sight.  
May your attendance at God’s Church 
be a choosing of the ‘good part.’  

         Graemme Marshall - Ottawa 

(Continued from page 10) 

 
Church service time allows us to "hang out" with converted 

people, with the spiritually sound.  

 

God knows that we need one another. 
He didn’t design us to be alone; that’s why we naturally crave relationships with others. Some have to give up 
friends and family for God’s Truth. But Jesus promises He will give us far more friends and family through His 
church (Mark 10:29-30).   

God knows that the right kinds of friends will encourage and strengthen one another in the right way, 
spurring ‘love and good works.’ On our own, it is all too easy to neglect that and make excuses. But true 
friends—and who could be truer friends than others who God has called to be part of His Church alongside 
you—will encourage one another in Christian growth, providing positive peer pressure to help us succeed.   

God knows that we all need encouragement and support—and His Church is intended to be a powerful 
support group in hard times. It’s a miserable feeling to go through trials and difficulties all on our own, with no 
one there to help, offer encouragement, or sometimes just listen or offer a shoulder to cry on. As Paul wrote 
in 1 Corinthians 12:25-26: “The members should have the same care for one another. And if one member suf-
fers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it.”   

Coming together on a regular basis brings the companionship, instruction and exhortation we need. 
Besides spiritual learning, weekly Sabbath services provide a regular venue for praise and worship of God. 
This helps participants to face the coming week with a renewed spiritual zeal and focus.  
            

  Excerpts from The Good News Magazine article series—Tools For Spiritual Growth, Don Hooser 
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INTERVIEW – Paul and Kira 
Spenser, members in Sweden. 
Where were you born and what were 
those early days like? 
Paul: I was born on the Isle of Man in 
1972 when the island was still a tourist 
resort. I am the middle child of two broth-
ers. My parents, who are now divorced, 
ran hotels from when I was five to the pre-
sent. My father still owns one. We lived in 
a beach-front hotel, so I spent a lot of time 
in the sea swimming and fishing. Well, at 
least when I wasn't washing dishes in the 
hotel kitchen!  
Kira: I was born in Sweden in 1976 and 
grew up in a small town where my dad had 
a hobby farm together with my uncle, until 
I was 14 years old. I had a great childhood 
with two older brothers who didn't mind 
me being around. The only really sad thing 
I can remember was when my parents 
separated for a few months. My mum took 
some pills which the doctor had prescribed 
but were the wrong dose and she kind of 
lost it and changed completely. Fortunately 
this was eventually discovered and my 
mum stopped the medication and moved 
back home. But they stayed in different 
bedrooms for a while which I found very 
disturbing. But before and after that epi-
sode they had, and have a very strong mar-
riage and have now been married for 45 
years. I grew up as a Lutheran and started 
attending children’s groups in that church 
when I was three years old. I stayed in 
different youth groups until I was a young 
adult and found out about UCG. 
When and where did you hear the 
truth? 
Paul: I heard the truth around 1991 
through a friend who was also a Plain 
Truth magazine reader. He had many 
booklets, so I along with a best friend 
started to read and discuss the truth. We 
began attending Church in ‘93 after Open 
House meetings were conducted and were 
baptised in ‘95 when we also attended our 
first Feast of Tabernacles. 
Kira: I worked in a cathedral where they 
had just installed a computer with the 
internet and while surfing the web there I 
found out about United in 1999 and sent 
for my first literature. My job in the cathe-
dral was mainly working as a caretaker and 

tourist guide. I cleaned the church, pre-
pared for services, funerals, weddings etc. 
and during services I took care of the 
sound system. I helped with school pro-
jects or worked with various children’s 
groups. For years I had been unhappy with 
my former church and had studied religion 
at the University. While studying, I real-
ized how pagan it all was and started to 
search for something else. So on the web, I 
just put in different words like The Sab-
bath, and UCG popped up. 
What has been your experience and ser-
vice to God’s Church?  
Paul: When UCG started on the Isle of 
Man (the whole Church joined and it was 
the day I was baptised), the Church formed 
a local council which has since become a 
Charity (the IOM is not part of the UK and 
is a British dependency with its own char-
ity, and tax laws) and I was elected Treas-
urer. I was on the board for eight years and 
also served as Chairman. I was responsible 
for a major distribution of brochures to 
every household on the Island and also 
placing several newspaper advertisements 
and Good News magazine drops. I was 
also helping in a speaking capacity, giving 

sermonettes and later sermons. 
Kira: I am translating some literature into 
Swedish; some is on the web already and 
one booklet is at the printers…and one 
should soon go to the printers.  I have also 
helped distribute brochures on the Isle of 
Man                   . 
What differences stand out most for you 
from living in Sweden compared to liv-
ing on the Isle of Man? 
Paul: The pace of life and that employees 
are treated better. The Swedes are not 
stressed and are far more equal, not having 
to have more chiefs than Indians. There are 
also four real seasons here with warmer 
summers and much colder, snowy winters. 
Taxes are far higher here, but the standard 
of living is good and the Swedes give 
themselves more time to enjoy it. I'd also 
say the family is more important to Swedes 
than to the British in general. 
Kira: I have a network here in Sweden, 
family and so forth. Sweden is more re-
laxed and equal, better weather, nicer 
bosses. The standard of living is better in 
Sweden than in the UK, and most people 
have the same kind of standard. It is better 

(Continued on page 13) 
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being a mum here since we get such a 
long maternity leave which is paid. 
What is your overall service now to 
UCG? 
Paul: Because we have no Church here it 
is more limited now. But I still speak at 
Feast sites and we join the weekly Skyped 
Bible study from the US to Estonia. I help 
Kira with proof reading the translations 
she and another member are doing. We 
are also working with the UCG Home 
Office and UCG British Isles with regards 
to advertising, brochure distribution, 
translations into Swedish and occasional 
speaking assignments when visiting the 
British Isles. For the month of December 
’06 we are being added to the Google ad-
vertising being done by the Home Office. 
Last year we also organised an open 
house meeting here when Council of Eld-
ers’ member, Victor Kubik, visited the 
area with his wife Beverly. 
Kira: I still translate some literature, but 
the lack of a church here makes it more 
difficult to do 
anything.  
What are the 
pressing Swedish 
needs for UCG? 
Paul:  We have 
requested a pastor 
for the region and 
Ministerial Ser-
vices is looking 
into how they can 
help serve the 
area. Our basic 
needs are to 
preach the Gospel 
and to hopefully 
be able to meet 
with other mem-
bers. There are 
only a few 
Church of God 
people that we know of in the whole of 
Scandinavia. And we are to our knowl-
edge the only UCG members in Sweden. 
There is a family in Finland who moved 
there recently from Thailand who is also 
UCG. Being isolated is tough. 
  You asked about Manx Radio. The   

Church can broadcast on Manx Radio as 
the Manx Government haven't set up a 
law as the UK has that you must believe 
in the Trinity to have religious broadcast-
ing. Back in 98-99 the price was around 
100 pounds for a 15-minute broadcast 
with a free repeat and 2 adverts on the day 
of broadcast. We did do some broadcasts 
but responses were not very good. 
Where did you both first meet?   
Kira: We first met in person in Manches-
ter where Paul picked me up to take me to 
the youth camp. But before then we had 
spoken on the phone. By using the 
YACOG website I was looking for other 
Europeans who were going to keep the 
feast, and Paul offered with some friends 
that we could stay in a house they rented 
in York. 
What is your own family now?  
Kira: Paul, me, Isak and Aaron...plus a 
baby that will arrive in January. Paul is a 
floor layer and he is getting on very well 
with the Swedish language. I am a stay-at-
home mum. 

What do you both do for recreation?  
We like walking in the forest, picking 
berries and mushrooms, sometimes we go  
to my parents’ summer house next to a 
lake where we can row a boat and do 
some fishing. We also like going to the 
cinema...but at the moment it is hard to 
leave the children with a babysitter.  

We both like music, I love to go to the 
theatre and opera but at the moment the 
kids are a bit small to be left for too long.  
Being the only UCG members in Swe-
den, how do you make up for your iso-
lation?  
  We tune in to the live sermon which 
Johnnie Lambert is giving to the Estonian 
brethren. We try to keep in touch with 
friends in the church via phone, e-mail, 
Skype and letters. We get sermons sent to 
us from the Home Office and from San 
Antonio, Texas. It is hard sometimes to 
feel part of the ‘big picture’ but every 
time we do meet church brethren it is a 
big treat for us. 
                                       UNC   

Below is a Swedish advertisement on  
the UCG website. 

(Continued from page 12) 

Mjolby 
"…Ty den port är vid 
och den väg är bred 
som leder till 
fördärvet...och den 
väg är smal som 
leder till livet, och 
det är få som finner 
den" (Matt 7:13, 14) 
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INTERVIEW – Lillie Robinson – 
Toronto deaconess 
Where did you meet your husband and 
where were you married?  
  Gordon and I first met as teenagers near 
my hometown of Kingsville, Ontario at 
the wedding of family friends, at which I 
was singing. He paid little attention to me 
then. Four years later we met again at 
those same friends’ home, who were now 
living in Toronto where Gordon lived. On 
this occasion, he showed some interest in 
me and my sister.    
Later that summer when I returned to 

Toronto to take a six-week art course at 
the Ontario College of Art, Gord’s parents, 
having heard that my sister and I were in 
the city, called us and invited us for a 
weekend to their cottage north of Peterbor-
ough. We accepted, and while there, Gord 
declared he was in love with me and 
wanted to marry me. When I rebuffed him 
with the fact that he hardly knew me, so 
such a thing was impossible, he did not 
give up and spent the next six months 
driving to Kingsville every weekend to 
court me. We were engaged on February 
14, 1958, and married on August 16, 1958. 
Where did you first hear of God’s 
truth?   
I was taught many basic truths from 

childhood by my parents, such as the Bible 
being God’s Word and that He expected 
us to obey Him. The first scripture I was 
required to memorize was, “Thy word 
have I hid in my heart that I might not sin 
against Thee.” As evangelical regular 
church attendees, I was taught to tithe, to 
pray, and to read the Bible. Repentance 
and water baptism by immersion were 
absolutely necessary.        Also, I was 
given “Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible” and I 
learned so much from it.   
Even as a child I became concerned as to 

why there were so many churches with 
different names and conflicting doctrines. 
When I was about 7 or 8 years old, I re-
member praying and asking God why He 
couldn’t drop down a book from heaven 
with a numbered list as to exactly what 
people should do.   
My search and concern continued on to 

adulthood, and shortly after Gordon and I 
were married I converted to a church that 

bore the name of Christ in it, and taught 
many correct doctrines from the Bible. 
However, Sunday was considered the Sab-
bath, so when I learned that it was the sev-
enth day, I was back to my search.   
One weekend in 1969, while visiting my 

parents in Kingsville, I noticed a book, 
“The United States and British Common-
wealth in Prophecy,” on my mom’s 
kitchen counter. She had just ordered and 
received it. I read it voraciously while 
there, and was stunned to learn that we 
were physical Israelites, because of our 
English heritage. Suddenly it clicked, that 
all those years that I had read about the 
patriarchs, that I was actually reading 
about my ancestors, and God’s dealings 
with them. A disconnect was now con-
nected.    
To top it all off, the book even talked 

about the Sabbath, and how God consid-
ered it a sign of His people.  However, 
there was no church name mentioned, only 
Ambassador College. I wrote to find out if 
a church was connected and asked some 
specific questions about doctrines and a 
church name. I decided that if even one 
answer was contrary to the Bible that I 
would forget them. A letter never came, so 
as a busy mother of two babies, I let the 
matter slip my mind.    
One noon hour later in 1969, our phone 

rang and a voice said, “I’m Gary Antion 
and I represent Ambassador College.” I 

replied, “What’s Ambassador College?” 
When he mentioned my inquiry regarding 
a church I had written about, I invited him 
and his fellow elder to our house to dis-
cuss my questions. All my concerns and 
questions were answered when Mr. Antion 
showed me scriptures from my own Bible. 
I was impressed with his knowledge of the 
truth and how things fit together. Suddenly 
I burst into tears at the realization that God 

was finally an-
swer ing my 
prayers and my 
yearning for His 
truth, after so 
many years of 
searching. They 
were tears of 
relief and joy! 
Mr . A n t io n 
made sure that I 
was sent tons of 
booklets and the 
“Plain Truth” to 
assist me in 
learning more.  
How many children do you have and 
where are they today?   
Gordon and I have two children. The 

elder is Brett, and he lives in Toronto and 
works in Mississauga in a medical-related 
business. The younger is Patricia. She and 
her husband Frank (Roméo) live in Missis-
sauga. They both teach school in Etobi-
coke. 
What have been your hobbies and inter-
ests?   
Music has permeated my whole life. As a 

very small child I was encouraged to sing 
by my father who had a fine voice. My 
sister and I sang duets at church from the 
time we were two and three years old. We 
were sent to piano lessons for many years. 
After I began to teach school, I took sing-

ing lessons in Windsor, and have a solo 
performer’s ARCT (Associate of the 
Royal Conservatory of Toronto) from the 
University of Toronto. For many years I 
sang with a concert choir and opera group 
in Peterborough. I have three rose bowls 
that I won while competing in The Ki-
wanis Music Festivals. I find one can 
never be bored when there’s music to be 

(Continued on page 15) 
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played, sung or listened to. Drawing, 
painting and making crafts are also of 
great interest to me.    

For four summers I attended The On-
tario College of Art to enhance my teach-
ing. This was so enjoyable, that after we 
were married, I joined an art group that 
traveled to different areas around Peter-
borough to paint and sketch on site. Some 
of my pictures hang in our home.   
My love for sewing was sparked by a 

tiny Singer sewing machine turned by 
hand, that was given me by my parents 
before I began school. Starting then with 
my dolls, I have since made outfits for 
myself, all my family and many friends, 
and things for my home. It has not only 
been fun, but helpful to our household 
budget.    

I am passionately fond of figure skating, 
and for years have followed it closely on 
TV and in skating magazines. Gordon and 
I attend skating competitions and shows as 
much as possible. It is a skillful and beau-
tiful artistic sport that brings us pleasure. 
Has God’s calling kept you from any 
ambitions or dreams?   
I truly believe that when we commit our 

ways to God that He will direct our paths. 
God does all things well, so I could never 
think that He has kept me from any ambi-
tion or dream. If He has, it surely would 
have been for my own good. 
When were you ordained a deaconess?   
I was ordained on the Last Day of 

Unleavened Bread, April 27, 1997 by Mr. 
Gary Antion. It was a huge surprise for me 
and I have never asked Mr. Antion why he 
considered me for a deaconess. For me, it 
had always been an honour to find ways to 
serve God and our brethren, even when I 
had no “office,” so to speak.  
How do you see the role of a deaconess?  
A deaconess, I feel, must set a good ex-

ample of service and lifestyle like Paul 
describes in 1 Timothy 3:8-13. Though a 
deaconess does not give sermonettes or 
sermons as many deacons do, I feel we 
become a living sermon in the way we act, 
and serve. A passage in Titus 2 addresses 
the behaviour of older women that I feel is 
also appropriate for a deaconess. It is im-
portant for us to bring honour to God so 
that His Word will not be blasphemed. 

What is your main area of service to 
God’s church? 
  One of my duties is training and directing 
the very dedicated Toronto church choir. 
This past fall I had the privilege to lead the 
Feast choir in Collingwood for the first 
time. Every third Sabbath I play the piano 
for the congregational singing of hymns.   
Preparing the linens and setting up the 

Passover table each spring is an undertak-
ing I particularly love. Also, each Holy 
Day there are tables to set and decorate, 
and I help in the kitchen for the meals the 
brethren partake of. I send cards on behalf 
of the church to sick or bereaved brethren, 
and make phone calls to them when the 
need arises. 
What have you observed about good or 
bad music?   
The saying, “Beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder,” I suppose could be restated, 
“Beauty in music is in the ear of the lis-
tener.” I do enjoy different types of music, 
but much prefer classical music for that 
was how I was trained. The structure, or-
der and beauty of the classics I find excit-
ing, pleasing and calming. For me it brings 
pleasure. I do not enjoy the music of this 
current pop generation. It sets me on edge 
with its tedious, 
repetitive, raucous 
ear-splitting sounds 
and sometimes of-
fensive words. I 
have on several 
occasions left a 
store where it was 
playing, because it 
made me irritable and uncomfortable.  
What are the best Christian experiences 
you have had during your church 
years?   
My most amazing experience came soon 

after I made my commitment to follow 
God’s way. When Gordon learned that I 
was going to keep the Sabbath, it upset 
him and he told me that he would prove to 
me that the Sabbath was on Sunday. He 
began to diligently read his Bible, as never 
before. He felt that my new belief was 
driving a wedge between us, and he did 
not want me to take our children to church 
on the Sabbath any more. I was broken-
hearted. Mr. Antion had warned me not to 
try to convert him. God would do that. I 

tried to be patient and answer any ques-
tions Gordon would ask while reading the 
scriptures.   
One day I went to God and told Him that 

I would obey Him and be baptized, even if 
it meant I had to lose my husband and my 
children. It was but a day or so later that 
Gordon came in the door after work, and 
called out, “Guess what?”  “I don’t know,” 
I replied. Then I heard him say, “The Sab-
bath IS on Saturday!” 
I flew out of the kitchen and ask him to 
repeat it. He told me that suddenly the 
things he had learned from his reading had 
fallen into place while he was working 
that day. That very next Sabbath he came 
to Toronto to church with me and the chil-
dren, and asked to be baptized. After 
counseling us, Mr. Antion baptized us 
both on June 6, 1970. 
What have been lean times in the 
church?   
Like so many others, I became very dis-

tressed in the early 1990’s as changes in 
church doctrines became more apparent in 
what was being written and preached. It 
was so difficult for me to believe that this 
would be done on purpose. It seemed as 
though we were being betrayed by many 

whom we had looked up to. That hurt! 
Beliefs that I once had held when I was an 
evangelical were now being taught as 
“new truth.”  To me, it was not new for I 
learned it as a child; nor was it truth for I 
had proved it wrong. Out came all my old 
church literature and my Bible. And with 
many tears and prayers and study, I set 
about to prove again the “faith once deliv-
ered.” It became apparent to me that 
though the name of God was still part of 
the church name, another gospel was be-
ing preached. It was devastating for me!    
My husband and I decided that we could 

not re-embrace those former beliefs that 
we had rejected twenty five years before, 
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  It was interesting leaving St. John's New-
foundland after the 2006 Feast of Taberna-
cles to head home. Having spent the feast 
socializing with people, it was a bit 
strange to drive towards Labrador, and 
later on, Ontario. It felt strange because 
for most of our trip we would be in very 
thinly populated areas. Our touring party 
comprised Walter, Owen, and Ezra Martin 
and myself.   
  After travelling for almost a full day we 
arrived at Gros Morne, the beautiful park 
containing mountains, a glacier and 
strange landscapes called the Tablelands. 
Nothing really grows in the table lands 
and everything is yellowish because of a 
mineral in the soil. It is a surreal area. We 
had been looking forward to climbing 
Gros Morne mountain for quite some time 
and as we climbed up we got further and 
further from the road that took us there. 
After  awhile we would just hear the wind. 
Much to our joy, we made it up in good 
time. The view is beautiful, with views of 
many lakes off in the distance. 
  As we made our way through Labrador 

the roads became less busy and everything 
became a lot quieter. When we were in 
Labrador we found ourselves on a gravel 
road called the Trans Labrador Highway. 
This was definitely the most remote part 
of the trip. You could drive for 50 kilome-
ters and not see a single person or vehicle. 
Labrador is a strangely beautiful place. In 
one valley old trees will only come to your 
waist and in the next the trees will tower 
high above you. You'll hit a flat area with 
red grass, light green and purple moss and 
yellowish stones and the next moment 
you'll be in a hilly area. Wherever you go 
there is calm and quiet, however.  
  One night we camped out in the wilder-
ness. Of all of the remote places I have 
been I have never seen that many stars in 
my life, not even in the northernmost parts 
of Ontario. You could not only see the 
stars we normally see but clouds and 
clouds of more distant stars. It was beauti-
ful. It was God's creation and just us. 
  Eventually our trip through Labrador 
came to an end. We drove home by going  
back through Newfoundland and saw Gros 

Morne again. We then took a ferry into 
Nova Scotia and drove through New 
Brunswick, at which point we crossed 
over into Quebec. As we got closer and 
closer to Quebec City the roads got busier. 
Many times I remarked on feeling a bit 
claustrophobic the closer we came to ma-
jor towns or cities.  
  Although I greatly enjoy the benefits of 
modern city living, it was strange to start 
seeing so many people again.  
  Walter noticed it was actually a faster 
drive going on a gravel road through Lab-
rador than driving on Hwy. 401 in To-
ronto!  This was a trip we won't soon for-
get.   Richard O’Donnel - Toronto 


