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  THE FESTIVAL of TABERNACLES 
Observance for 2009

     Fall colours at Little Lake Park, Midland, Ontario. Smiling faces of the 
               children’s choir on the last day at Midland.             gmphotos
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FEAST OF TABERNACLES ATTENDANCE

SITE FOT 2009 FOT 2008 CHANGE %
Kelowna, BC 297 268 29 10.8

Midland, ON 216 167 49 29.3

Moncton, NB 0 20 -20 --

Saskatoon, SK 105 70 35 50.0

St. John’s, NL 43 10 33 330.0

Other * 40 40 0 0.00

Total 701 575 126 21.9

LAST GREAT DAY ATTENDANCE

SITE LGD 2009 LGD 2008 CHANGE %
Kelowna, BC 258 223 35 15.7

Midland, ON 202 163 39 23.9

Moncton, NB 0 19 -19 --

Saskatoon, SK 110 68 42 61.8

St. John’s, NL 44 11 33 300.0

Other * 40 40 0 0.00

Total 654 524 130 24.8

* - Estimate of those unable to attend the Feast of Tabernacles/Last Great Day
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  The weather outside was cool to cold – but 
the hearts inside were warm and friendly. 
The Saskatoon Feast site was at the 
Sandman Inn. Some members stayed on 
the premises and some nearby. All liked the 
closeness that was offered. We booked the 
hall for the full eight days and that allowed 
for Bible Studies, games, sing-a-longs and 
fellowship beyond the normal services. 
The hall was a bit crowded, to everyone’s 
delight. We expected 75 and received 
105 - standing room only. Members from 
Saskatoon did a •ne job of organizing and 
serving. We were trying to prevent overload 
on anyone, and it seemed everyone was 
willing to lend a hand. 
     The feast was blessed by the attendance 
of three U.S. ministers and their wives 

to assist our Saskatoon elder Bruce Bird. 
Robert Berendt coordinated the feast, but 
was only able to stay from the opening 
to Tuesday. He had to move on to an 
assignment in Kelowna. Ministers who 
served were Bruce and Donna Bird, Ken 
and Diane Skorseth, Dan and Val Deininger 
and Glenn and Faroll Harmon. Messages 
were appreciated and we also had a solid 
turnout for the chorale led by Al Levitt. 
We appreciated the music that was offered 
during the feast.
     Special Bible Studies were offered to 
those who wished to attend, and attendance 
was very good. The sing-a-longs provided a 
relaxed time for fellowship and enjoyment. 
Music does a lot to set the tone of a feast. A 
visit to the Western Cultural Museum was 

well attended. This afforded a time to walk 
through this excellent museum showing the 
development of the farming industry and 
the province. We had a lunch along with 
the museum tour. Members were diligent 
in attending the organised functions. It was 
a joy to see that groups of church people 
came together for their own evenings out. 
Fellowship and the warmth of others added 
to the •ne spiritual messages that were 
given at this feast. 
  Sermons were directed toward the 
Kingdom and the development of God’s 
family. The atmosphere was positive and 
joyful, and there were no reports of illness.              
                                                                    
                        Robert Berendt   

  

The picture above illustrates members attending 
the Saskatoon Festival of Tabernacles during one 
of the Church services. 

Picture to the left shows the assembled ministers 
attending the Feast site. 

 At the right are Bruce and Donna Bird from Tis-
dale, SK. Visiting US ministers to the left. 

FEAST OF TABERNACLES – SASKATOON, SK
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  The feast went well in Kelowna, with 
no major problems. Our high attendance 
of 297 was 63 above what was projected. 
The weather was rainy the •rst day, but 
turned into autumn sunshine for the rest 
of the feast. The music was excellent. 
Jim Brandenburg, our music director, is 
battling liver cancer. On the Last Great 
Day, after the choir sang, there was a 
standing ovation, with a presentation given 
to Jim by his assistant David von Hollen.
  The sermons went well, with an emphasis 
on Christian living. The festival messages 
were uploaded and archived at: http://cgca.
net/ucg-fot/2009/canwest. 
  We did project the hymns and made use 
of two side screens. The staging with its 
decorations, columns, lighting effects, 
side screens and feast logo on a wide back 

screen gave a grand appearance.
 We had a full slate of activities. The young 
adults boat cruise was cancelled because 
of wind. A young adults Bible study was 
held on the Wednesday. The teen activity 
included pizza, an inter-active study, 
followed by a water-based activity at H20. 
This is a large water park with wave pool, 
river run, three water slides and an ocean 
wave simulator. We had Family Day at 
Scandia, where for the •rst time they had 
go-carts in addition to all of the other 
attractions. 
  We had a family dance, DJ’d by Corbin 
Davie, a teen from Calgary. He had 
screened every song that he played for 
lyrics. Robert Coser, and elder from 
California, commented that it truly was 
a family dance. Our seniors luncheon, as 

always, was well attended, with a Bible 
trivia game to conclude. We also took up a 
collection for the local food bank. 
  The coffee bar before and after services 
was popular and was the place where 
hundreds of cards were signed and sent 
out to shut-ins who were unable to attend 
the feast. On Youth Day, a teen (Matthew 
Erickson) led hymns and two teens from 
Grande Prairie gave opening and closing 
prayers. Stuffed toy animals were handed 
out to the children after services.

                                                              
                      Rainer Salomaa

KELOWNA FEAST OF TABERNACLES, BC

  Kelowna Festival choir led by Jim Brandenburg seated at left. “ Jim Brandenburg, our music director is battling liver can-
cer. On the Last Great Day, after the choir sang, there was a standing ovation, with a presentation given to Jim by his 
assistant David von Hollen.”   Jim Brandenburg has been a pillar for music in the Church of God through many decades 
in Calgary as well as contributing to the latest UCG Hymnal. 

Photos on next page: At top are happy smiling girls at the family dance. Centre photo shows a quintet group presenting 
special music. At bottom left is Youth Day with Matthew Erickson of Prince George leading songs. To the right are 
youthful members of the children’s choir during a rehearsal.   
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KELOWNA FEAST PICTURES
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  This was our second year of keeping the 
Feast of Tabernacles at the Best Western 
Highland Inn in beautiful Midland, Ontario. 
Although the hotel had changed ownership 
mid stream with resultant complications, 
especially with room reservations, the 
staff went about their work in as friendly 
a fashion as last year. A member from the 
US commented: “The hotel staff were great 
in every area, service and helpfulness!” 
Regarding the location of the hotel, one 
attendee stated: “This is a good location 
for people who do not have transportation 
because there are several eating 
establishments within walking distance.  
It is also near the mall.” Another person 
commented: “It was wonderful having 
services where we are staying”.  Many 
more would have liked to have stayed 
at the Best Western, but there were some 
regrettable booking problems and other 
groups wanting to use the hotel during the 
same time.
  The message on the opening night was 
entitled “The Best Feast Ever – But Why?” 
The sermon carefully explained this 
question and challenged the brethren to 
take notes to review later and learn to fear 
God more deeply.  This message set the 
tone very nicely for the entire feast week. 
The high attendance occurred on Sabbath, 
October 3 with 216 people present. This 
number was especially encouraging since 
only 185 persons had registered to attend. 
On Saturday evening, well over half 
the group attended the “Meet & Greet” 
mixer which had been highly successful 
the previous year and was so again. One 
member commented, “We liked the FOT 
buttons and name tags – a great touch.”

  A scenic boat cruise and luncheon took 
place after the morning service on Monday, 
October 5. 115 persons attended and had a 
grand time enjoying the food, fellowship 
and scenery. A brief rain shower produced 
an unusual ‘water level’ rainbow that sat 
over the water and didn’t arc upward. The 
captain had not seen one of these for quite 
some time. 
  Regrettably cool wet weather resulted in 
the Zoo cancelling that outing which had 
been carefully arranged by the church.  
However, the trip to the nearby Wye Marsh 
Wildlife Centre took place the very next 
day on a contrasting warm and mostly 
sunny day. All 76 participants enjoyed the 
day immensely, especially those who were 
privileged to don a heavy leather glove and 
have a Harrison Hawk land thereon!
  The Young Adult & Teen Bible Study as 
well as the Bible Study & Hymn Sing were 
well attended and received •ne reviews. 
Church attendance on Thursday, October 
8 spiked back to over 200 and remained 
so into the Last Great Day. On Youth Day 
our young adults did very well with song 
leading, piano accompaniment and opening 
and closing prayers as well as serving on 
the Information Table, Sound and Ushering 
and more.
  The special music was much appreciated 
throughout the week. With vocalists, !ute, 
piano and choir, the services received 
the vital spiritual lift that beautiful music 
contributes in its own inimitable way. The 
children’s choir of eight excelled in their 
presentation. 
  A buffet luncheon was served between 
services on premises on the Last Great 
Day for those wishing to partake of this 

convenience. About half of the attendees 
took advantage of this •ne opportunity 
to fellowship one last time together. Two 
written comments provide a succinct 
overview:  “We have enjoyed our stay in 
Midland very much. This small group is 
wonderful for us since it is not the norm for 
us at all.  Every sermon was exceptional 
and we appreciate every one. The seniors’ 
brunch was very successful in every way! 
We know that many people worked many 
hours to bring about the •nished product.” 
… “We have enjoyed being with our 
Canadian brethren so much. We thank you 
and all those who have worked with you. 
This has been a very special Feast. We look 
forward so much to when we will all be 
together as our journey to God’s time in the 
millennium unfolds on into eternity when 
we will never have to say goodbye again. 
We pray for God’s blessing to be upon you, 
yours and our Canadian brethren and the 
Canadian Work!”
  A time is coming when the Kingdom of 
God will •nally have commenced and 
we will never have to say goodbye again. 
How wonderful is God’s great plan. How 
meaningful are the sacred festivals of the 
Holy Bible which allow us to rehearse that 
plan and keep it •rmly in mind so that we 
stay on course and seek to do a Work which 
will result in yet others joining us along the 
way.
                                                                    
                          
                                                                    
                          Anthony Wasilkoff 

FEAST OF TABERNACLES – MIDLAND, ONTARIO

Beautiful fall colours on the occasional blue sky day in Midland, Ontario. 
Centre picture is a scene in nearby Awenda Provincial Park.          gmphotos 
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  MIDLAND FEAST PICTURES 

 Picture top left is Toronto elder Patrick Read song leading 
 along  with Kevin  Ford as pianist. At right shows the 
 seniors brunch activity. 
 Wye Marsh nature auditorium and a demonstration with a 
 falcon perched on a gloved hand.
 At left is a quintet composed of  Paul Wasilkoff at left, 
 Barbara Plummer and Julie Morasse from Ottawa, and Beve 
 Hebert and Achille Vitale from Montreal, QC. At right, choir 
 director Paul Wasilkoff from Cincinnati conducts choir 
 special music. 
  Bottom left features the last  day buffet. At left is Conrado 
 Garcia with Michael Drienovsky from Montreal in 
 conversation with friends at the table.           gmphotos 

 Above photo courtesy Amy van Zant

 Wye Marsh photos courtesy Anthony Wasilkoff
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  Forty-•ve enthusiastic feastgoers enjoyed 
our new location this year at the Capital 
Hotel. We were fortunate to have all our 
needs self contained in the meeting room 
which was bright and roomy. The hotel 
staff added to the enjoyment of our stay 
with their warm and friendly attitude.
  Brethren came from as far west as 
California, south from Florida, north from 
Alaska and east from Newfoundland.  
After a day or so we were bonding as a 
family.  Those who attended enjoyed the 
breathtaking view from the Battery Hotel 
on Saturday evening where a meal and 
fellowship were shared, after which we 
caravanned up Signal Hill for a panoramic 
view of St. John’s and the Atlantic Ocean.
  On Sunday afternoon we were blessed to 
have an open house for a WNP Seminar 
conducted by Darris McNeely where 
six new people attended. Invitations 
were sent out to 200 GN subscribers 
in the area, complemented by a three-
day local newspaper advertisement.
  Family Day consisted of lunch with a 
sing-a-long in the afternoon, followed by 
a traditional Newfoundland Jigg’s dinner.  
(A Jigg’s Dinner is a traditional 

Newfoundland meal with salt beef, peas, 
pudding and root veggies – potatoes, 
carrots and turnip. It is all cooked together 
in one big pot).
  A one-man band entertained us later with 
Newfoundland music, and a dance followed 
as well. Our thanks go to David and Blanche 
Smith for organizing this event. The Seniors 
brunch was well attended by 28 in the 
Safe Harbour Lounge at the Capital Hotel, 
where Mr. Jack Fike of Tampa FL. was well 
received as he encouraged us to look at our 
dif•culties as “challenges”, not problems.
  On a sweet note, our music co-ordinator 
Garry Lucas put together the Variety Show 
with 18 acts, and a festival choir which 
grew to 13, adding to the music for services. 
The entire congregation joined in on the 
chorus when the St. John’s Festival Choir 
performed. Friday night provided another 
opportunity to praise God in hymns led 
by Dennis Stawarz, followed by a Bible 
Study on our part in God’s Kingdom, 
which was given by Malcolm Murray.
  Our auditorium man David Squibb stepped 
up to the plate, as he had to take down the 
meeting room and relocate everything to 
the regular meeting hall for the Last Great 

Day. With many hands it all came together 
without a hitch.  Lunch on the LGD was 
enjoyed together at a local pizza parlour.
The group later enjoyed dinner together 
before we all tearfully went our separate 
ways.
 The spiritual food nourished us 
throughout the week with messages 
on the coming millennium reign of 
Jesus Christ and our preparation for 
rulership with Christ in His Kingdom. 
  Perhaps this year’s feast experience 
can be summed up best by a member 
who said: “in spite of the rain and windy 
weather throughout the week it actually 
brought us all closer together”.  We left 
for home on both a spiritual and physical 
high to run the course for the year ahead. 
A big thank you to all who attended and 
served to make this year’s feast in St. 
John’s a memorable experience for all.

                                                          
                   Dennis Horlick

ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND

 Top left shows some of the Festival attendees during the 
last day sermon. 

 Top right shows Garry Lucas of Barrie, Ontario 
presenting offertory music.

 At left members enjoy some dancing after the Jiggs 
dinner.  Across the page shows Mrs. Paula Horlick with 
samples of the Jiggs dinner.  To her right is the Smith 
family from Anchorage, Alaska enjoying the scenery 
of Cape Spear.                  Photos courtesy Dennis Horlick
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ST. JOHN’S NEWFOUNDLAND PICTURES

THE FEAST IN INDIA

  Twenty brethren from India, the U.S.A. 
and Canada observed the second Feast 
of Tabernacles in Hyderabad, India 
under the UCG banner. Why Hyderabad, 
India?  Three ladies, Dr. Ali who came 
into the church about 1960 and her two 
daughters, would not have been able to 
attend otherwise. Being one quarter of the 
church in India, this is a big percentage of 
the brethren and Hyderabad is a central 
location in this large country.
  India is a very big country, with a 
population of over 1.1 billion, but has few 
church brethren. There is a saying, “one 
in a million.”  Well, with just the twelve 
Indian brethren that would make them 1 
in 97 million. Feast time is the only time 
brethren see other brethren. 
  It took us 25 hours to travel from Canada 
to India. Amazingly, it took one person 
who lives within India that long to travel 
to the Feast site.  Another couple who live 
in India traveled over 35 hours.
  Sara Mandora took it upon herself to make 
sure that all the visiting ladies dressed 
in traditional wear at least once during 
the feast. Being a small group, just about 
everyone was involved in something. Mark 
Mirigian from California, volunteered 
to lead songs and give a sermonette. Dr. 
Ali, and her two daughters, Arjumand and 
Nargis sang special music. Sara Mandora 
sang twice and then also sang with her 
husband Prakash, daughter Osin, Tarun 
Ghosh and another couple, George and 
Shobha Samuels.  George led songs and 
Prakash gave a sermonette. 
  This is a small group that only meets at 

the feast each year. They preach the gospel 
to people who will listen and George has 
20 people who come on Sabbaths to hear 
God’s message. Within Canada we can 
take getting together with people of like 
mind on the Sabbath for granted.
  Conditions were not quite like Canada, 
as on the •rst night, the power went out in 
the middle of the sermon. So I continued 
by !ashlight. Power outages are common, 
so we had to be prepared to work around 
them.  Normally they are only out for a 
couple of minutes at a time.
  All events were held at the Golkonda 
Resort and Spa, an all-inclusive resort, so 
we saw each other for breakfast, services, 
Bible Study, noon and evening meals. 
What a great “fellowship” feast. Most 
afternoons we visited local sites or relaxed 
in the resort swimming pool.
  One afternoon excursion was a visit to 
the Qutub Shahi Tombs. These tombs of 
the legendary Qutub Shahi kings lie to the 
north of Golkonda, about a kilometer away 
from the Golkonda Fort. Planned and built 
by the Qutub Shahi themselves, these 
tombs are said to be the oldest historical 
monuments in Hyderabad. They form a 
large group and stand on a raised platform. 
The tombs are built in Persian, Parthian 
and Hindu architectural styles using grey 
granite, with stucco ornamentations, the 
only one of its kind in the world where 
an entire dynasty has been buried at one 
place.
  The tomb area showed what rulers thought 
of their dead, and yet we were there 
picturing a time (especially the Last Great 

Day) when they will rise from their tombs. 
God’s great plan for us after death is so 
much more important than an impressive 
building that only lasts a comparatively 
few years compared to eternity.
  It was an emotional time to say good-bye 
as some of us knew we would never see 
each other again, and the brethren from 
India knew it would be a year before they 
would meet other brethren again. We truly 
meant the •rst line of the last song we sang 
before we departed our separate ways, 
“God be with you till we meet again.” 
                                                          
                  Lloyd Teetaert

     
  Below pictures all the Feastgoers.

       
         More India Feast pictures 
                   on next page.  
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INDIA FEAST PICTURES

  At top is an Encarta map of India with Hyderabad underlined. At top right are the ancient tombs of the Qutub 
  Shahi kings. Above is the Festival group sight-seeing at Hussain Sagar Lake. The two children pictured were the 
  only ones at  the Feast. They are Rex Kumar on the left, with Osin Mandora on the right. The three ladies 
  presenting  special music are Dr. Ali in the centre, with her two daughters, Arjumand on the right and Nargis on 
  the left. Below is the Golkonda Resort and Spa with the Renaissance meeting room at the top left of the building.
  Bottom right is Mrs. Helen Teetaert of Regina, SK in traditional dress.         Photos courtesy Lloyd Teetaert
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   Nellie was born in St. Clements, Manitoba. 
She was the fourth of six girls and worked 
as a waitress in Winnipeg before marrying 
Harry Ranchie on March 18, 1945. They 
moved to Faulkner, Manitoba and had two 
children, Charles and Claudia, both born 
in Winnipeg. Harry died of lung cancer on 
August 25, 1958. They had moved back 
to East Selkirk during Harry’s sickness 
and built a home on her parents’ property. 
She married William Popp on October 24, 
1959. The family moved to his farm in Oak 
Hammock, Manitoba. There, on the mixed 
farm, they raised a variety of animals, plus 
grains and hay. Eventually, they cut the 
farming down to forty acres when the two 
of them were alone.
  Nellie’s father initially got interested and 
made contact with the church, but lost 
interest because of tithing. Her mother, 
however, was baptized and about a year 
later, Nellie was baptized by Dean Wilson 
and Ron Miller on July 25, 1964, before 
there was a congregation in Winnipeg. 
Nellie travelled to Edmonton for her •rst 
Passover in 1965. Her husband Bill was 

baptized by Glen White on March 28, 
1966. The family used to host many church 
picnics on their farm.
  In 1969, on their way to the Feast in 
California, they discovered their liking 
for Kelowna. Bill travelled there and 
bought a home. He and Nellie moved 
there in June, 1970. The two of them still 
did some farming, renting property on 
the edge of town to raise cattle. They also 
raised chickens in their backyard and put 
in a huge vegetable garden. Nellie worked 
hard, selling eggs, supplying local delis and 
helping Bill with a landscaping business. 
Bill died in Victoria after heart surgery. 
Nellie never enjoyed being alone and after 
a great deal of pursuit, she succumbed 
and married Al Brau in Kelowna on 
October 21, 1992 after close to •ve years 
of widowhood. They enjoyed many happy 
times, camping, •shing and entertaining.
  Nellie constantly worked. In her spare time, 
she volunteered as a driver for the elderly. 
She tended her garden. She constantly had 
people over for meals. She was extremely 
dedicated to the church and never wavered 

in the faith. Even in her growing dementia, 
she would still dress as needed to attend 
services, until she was admitted to a care 
facility in July, 2008.
  She loved God. She loved the church. 
She loved to work! She did not eat of the 
bread of idleness, but girded her loins with 
strength and strengthened her arms!
                                                             
          Rainer and Claudia Salomaa

NELLIE BRAU - January 5, 1920 – October 9, 2009 - Obituary.  

 
  On June 5, 2009 Garry and Emmie Lucas 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.  

  On June 3, 2009, their children hosted 
a celebration at the beautiful Southshore 
Centre on the waters of Kempenfelt Bay, 
Barrie, ON where approximately 150 
family and friends joined in marking the 
occasion. 
  
 Entertainment for the evening consisted 
of viewing their original wedding video 
and a video collage of  precious memories 
of them and their families from their 
childhood to present.
  
  Since Garry and Emmie have been church 
members who faithfully served God’s 
people for the past 41 years, no celebration 
was complete without the church family. 
After Sabbath services on June 6th 2009, 
the Toronto brethren honoured Garry and 
Emmie with a spectacular array of •nger 
foods and warm congratulations.

  Garry has been a local church elder since 
1977, serving in the Toronto/Barrie 
and surrounding areas. 

 Garry and Emmie have lived in and 
around Barrie, Ontario for all of their 50 
years of marriage.  
 
   They have been blessed with three children, 
who with their spouses, have enriched 
their lives with six grandchildren. 

 This, with the added church family 
of thousands, has provided a rich 
and  ful•lling life.

                                                
               Jim Lucas

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

 Garry and Emmie Lucas
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PREPARING 
FOR THE FEAST

 IN 2010 

  One of the major sources of toxic 
con!ict in marriage is the unwillingness 
or inability of one or both marital partners 
to adequately manage household •nances. 
This ranks right up there with the lack of 
inter-personal communication skills. In 
a society that puts so much emphasis on 
continuing education, it is not at all beyond 
the realm of possibility for a person to 
complete high school, university and even 
graduate school without having received 
enough instruction regarding sound 
•nancial management. It is especially sad 
to observe that Christians as a whole tend 
to be no better at managing their personal 
•nances than non-Christians.
  Our consumer-oriented society forcefully 
emphasizes the enticing life style of ‘go 
now and pay later’.  That is, purchase 
what you want right now and pay the bill 
later, much later. People have been brain 
washed into thinking that being able to 
afford something actually means being 
able to afford the payments for it. Recent 
promotions for major ticket items have been 
made even more enticing by rendering the 
incredibly ‘low’ amount that must be paid 
… in weekly amounts!
  One of the reasons so many individuals 
have been af!icted with •nancial distress, 
right along with corporations, is the failure 
to save adequately and consistently. In fact, 
saving in the prosperous western world has 
become a lost art. Actually it has become 
a lost value. Financial advisers urge 
households to not spend everything they 
earn in order to save something for a ‘rainy 
day’.  However, the average consumer in the 
western world hasn’t learned the discipline 
of saving for such a rainy day, hoping it 
will never come.  Of course it comes, and 
these days sooner rather than later.
  In the main, this should not apply to 
members of the Church of God because of 
our understanding of the Biblical teaching 
of tithing. The additional principle of 
saving a “festival tithe” was instituted by 
God for ancient Israel so that the Israelites 

would have a means by which to observe 
His annual festivals. We can read all about 
those instructions in Deuteronomy 14.  By 
following this divine savings plan today, 
modern believers can similarly have a 
manageable means by which to continue 
to observe the annual holy days from the 
spring straight through to the autumn.
  God’s savings plan is just the opposite 
of what advertisers urge today.  Instead of 
‘going now and paying later’ we save now 
and then go later – and as a result are able to 
afford to keep each of the festivals without 
any •nancial hangovers.
   We have just •nished keeping the 2009 
Feast of Tabernacles and most of us no 
doubt experienced the ‘best feast ever’ or 
one nearly so.  In many ways the 2010 
Feast of Tabernacles seems so far away 
but we know that the remainder of this 
calendar  year will be over before we know 
it and then it will be less than nine months 
to the feast. Thus there is no time to waste. 
Be sure to set aside an adequate amount 
toward your personal festival fund from 
each and every paycheque you receive. 
God promises to bless His servants when 
they save faithfully for this holy special 
annual occasion.
  As well as saving an adequate amount of 
festival tithe, it is also highly advisable to 
plan an appropriate budget for the use of 
those funds. Although most of the festival 
fund we save is used in order to keep the 
Feast of Tabernacles, it is permissible to 
spend a proportionate amount in order to 
observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread and 
the other holy days. A Feast budget provides 
us with a short-term spending plan.  There is 
a great deal of freedom that occurs when you 
know where your boundaries are.  Creating 
a budget is comparable to preparing for a 
trip by mapping it in advance. That way, 
when you reach various destinations along 
the way, you know how long you’ll be 
stopping and which way you’ll be turning, 
even before you get there.
  The church seeks to assist brethren who 

are in •nancial distress so that, as far as 
possible, no one is left behind. Each year 
a number of applications are received 
from people who need some •nancial 
consideration in order to travel to the closest 
site to observe the feast.  Of and by itself, 
‘help’ is often not all that helpful.  Because 
of this sad reality the church’s approach is 
to help people help themselves.  
  In a heart-to-heart cover letter, recipients 
of festival assistance have received (in part) 
the following:
“Depending on the number of requests 
we receive next year, we may not be able 
to help you at that time. That is, it may 
only be possible for the church to help 
applicants attend the feast every two years 
or so.   We encourage you to strive to save 
as much as possible toward attending the 
Feast of Tabernacles next year. More and 
more we have to look at various factors in 
considering who we can help.  One factor 
is how much of the total needed amount 
the applicant has managed to saved.  In 
other words, we endeavor to assist the 
individual attend the feast as opposed to 
funding the greater proportion of the total 
cost. Of course, if there are extenuating 
circumstances, they will be taken into 
account.”
  No matter where you are planning to 
attend, the time to start preparing for the 
2010 Feast of Tabernacles is now! We are 
instructed to save in accordance with the 
material blessings the Great God will grant 
to us during this current year. The more He 
benevolently bestows upon us, the more 
we set aside in our festival account. We 
must also keep in mind the admonition of 
Ephesians 4:28, “…,but rather let him labor, 
working with his hands the thing which is 
good, so that he may have something to give 
to him who needs.”  We work and faithfully 
set aside a festival savings, not only to meet 
our own needs, but also to help meet the 
needs of fellow believers. 
                    Anthony Wasilkoff

    
    When should a person start 
                  to save?  
     The answer is: “right now!”

Fall foliage at Little Lake, Midland, On Blue sky with moon visible at top left. 
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KEEP ALIVE THE VISION OF THE FEAST

   God wants us to believe the 
dream of the wonderful World of 
Tomorrow. This past Feast in part 
was to ‘sell’ us further on it so that 
we can promote it more effectively 
to the world.

Vision for the World Tomorrow
  Most people have dreams. These dreams 
are often associated with something that will 
make life happier and more worthwhile. We 
may be striving to accomplish something 
that will make our life more ful•lling. I •nd 
that one of the biggest dreams people have 
today is to retire comfortably. They often 
make sacri•ces in their lives by setting 
aside a signi•cant amount of their •nancial 
resources for that future dream.
  Having worked in the investment industry, 
I have been struck by the job description 
that some •nancial advisors often give 
themselves. They refer to themselves 
as ‘dream merchants,’ helping people 
achieve certain •nancial goals. I recall one 
individual when asked how things were 
going with him, who would often respond 
that, he was ‘selling the dream!’ However, 
for most people their dreams end unful•lled 
at death. 
  God’s gospel message involves a very 
big picture. When we grasp this message, 
we realize that it dwarfs anything we are 
striving for now. The gospel of the coming 
Kingdom of God impacts our existence 
for eternity, and will touch all people and 
relationships. We need to grasp this vision 
as much as possible and be excited about it. 
And when you grasp it, you probably cannot 
hold back from sharing it with others, since 
it is such a happy and exciting truth, and 
which will one day become reality.

Catching the Vision
  The gospel of the Kingdom of God is 
that God will one day restore His rule on 
this earth. This will be done through His 
Son Jesus Christ who will return as King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 
19:16). Jesus will bring a millennial setting 
where righteousness and justice will 
prevail; people will dwell in peace, safety 
and security (Isaiah 11). This is certainly a 
wonderful message as contrasted to today, 
where we may face •nancial hardships, 
concerns over crime, worry about wars and 

terrorism, and even worry about the society 
our children are growing up in. It is hard to 
have peace in this current world.
  In connection with this dream message, 
those that become Christ’s saints will also 
become the builders of this new world 
(Revelation 20:6, 11-13). And those who  
lived in prior generations who have never 
known God, will also have their •rst chance 
at living according to God’s laws, in a more 
positive society (Revelation 21:4-5). 

Our Job – Promote the Vision
   Throughout the Bible, we see a constant 
theme that God intends to have a relationship 
with human beings, and this relationship is 
to last for eternity and involves everyone. 
This ‘calling’ is not accessible to everyone 
now (John 6:44, 65). The world in many 
respects has to learn that its own way of 
doing things, independent of God, does 
not work. That is why much of Christ’s 
millennial message is still a future one.
  However, Christ did tell His followers that 
once they grasped the dream, they had a 
responsibility to make the dream available 
to others (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts1:8). 
  Understanding the truth of a different 
world enables us to become promoters 
of this future ‘dream.’ As we become 
committed, we pass it along to others - 
even if only as a witness at this time. The 
apostle Paul said: woe if he did not preach 
the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:16). Of course, 
we should always remember that it is not 
our work, but God’s. 

Being Passionate About Our Role
  Passion for this gospel vision really 
makes a big difference to God. We have to 
take possession of this dream and make it 
part of our lives.  We read of a time yet 
future, when the world would eventually 
destroy itself, if it were not for a few select 
people, “For the elects’ sake those days are 
shortened” (Matthew 24:22). The world 
would arrive on the brink of destruction, 
if it were not for the ‘vision’ of a few. 
  Many of our predecessors embraced our 
same dream. Hebrews says the patriarchs 
looked for a better country. To look for 
this better country, they must have been 
dreaming of it (11:13-16).  All of these 
people of faith who have gone before us 
have made a difference. These people (and 
the future ‘elect’) had a dream, or a vision, 

from God. 
The Millennial Vision Makes 
Everything Else Fall Into Place
  When we believe the gospel (the dream of 
a different world), then all other things fall 
into place and our true goals as Christians 
are put into focus.
  Nothing is supposed to get in the way of 
this vision. Even though there are many 
things to worry about in today’s world, we 
are told not to get overly anxious but carry 
on (Matthew 6:33).
  Eventually our personal dreams do fade 
away or change, but this gospel truth will 
not. We may never accomplish our personal 
goals or dreams, but these physical dreams 
are not that important.
  We are to publicize this ‘vision’ of God’s 
future kingdom. We are to be excited about 
it. The Feast of Tabernacles just observed 
is partly intended to get us more •rmly 
focused on this dream. At the Feast, God 
gets us further ‘sold’ on this vision so we 
can more effectively present it to others. 
We should regularly dream about this 
kingdom, and the past physical Feast helps 
us to do just that.
  Of course, we have to be careful how 
we promote our dream, for we can turn 
some people off or set them against 
us unnecessarily if they are not able 
to understand the message. But as a 
collective body we have the opportunity 
to promote this wonderful truth. And by 
helping to promote God’s Church with this 
millennial vision, it becomes more real to 
us. We endeavour to spread this wonderful 
message to all who are able to receive it, 
at no cost, just as God gave the message 
freely to us.
  We should always remember that 
eventually the dream of God’s future 
kingdom, and all the good things that are 
associated with it, will come true. 
  God’s faithful word says it will happen. 
And God does not lie (Titus 1:2). Let us 
keep dreaming with that reality in mind, for 
it will come true.

                                                                         

    Nino Boezio       Toronto
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  MILLENNIAL 
TRANSFORMATION 

“The desert will rejoice, and 
•owers will bloom in the waste-
lands” (Isaiah 35:1 GNB).  

“They will hammer their swords 
into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning hooks. Nation will no 
longer !ght against nation, nor train 
for war anymore” Isaiah 2:4 NLT).

  No more air pollution - just clean 
air to breathe. 

 No more freeway congestion,  
highway bottlenecks and stalled 
traf!c. 

  No more congested living but 
room to live and privacy to enjoy. 
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   “Everyone will live in peace and 
prosperity, enjoying their own grape-
vines and !g trees, for there will be 
nothing to fear” 
                         (Micah 4:4 NLT). 

  “The lame will leap and dance, and 
those who cannot speak will shout 
for joy” (Isaiah 35:6 GNB).

“Wherever the river •ows, life will 
•ourish--great schools of !sh--
because the river is turning the salt 
sea into fresh water. Where the river 
•ows, life abounds”
 (Ezekiel 47:9 The Message).

  googleimages.com
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  EDMONTON’S WHITE WATER RAFTING TRIP  

     Wow! We had gorgeous weather 
for our white water rafting weekend in 
the mountains. Mount Robson stood 
majestically against a blue sky for all to 
admire – picture perfect!  There were two 
rafting excursions – •oat trip and white 
water. The •oat trip was a nice relaxing 
•oat on the Fraser as our guide shared 
trivia about the history and nature facts 
surrounding us. For example, the female 
salmon that make it back up the Fraser 
“remember” where they were born – even 
where they were as an egg buried in the 
silt – and lay their own eggs in the same 

area. God’s creation is an ongoing learning 
experience full of amazing intricacy and 
majesty" 
     For the Sabbath service, we sang hymns 
to the accompaniment of a recorder and 
trumpet as Rick Berendt did the song 
leading and Laurie Nyhus gave a sermon 
on ‘Judging.’ We all enjoyed the Sabbath 
amid the peaceful tranquility surrounding 
us.  
     The white water rafting was fun and 
exciting as our guides led us safely down the 
Fraser River. At one point, we had to portage 
around the “Rearguard Falls” - which is 

quite a sight to see!  There were names for 
every group of rapids we encountered – for 
example, “the rollercoaster”. We all made it 
onto the bus, which took us back to camp. 
     Martin Jongerius plans to organize 
another white water rafting weekend for 
next year!

                                                              
            Cathy Ward – Edmonton 

    salmon - googleimages.com
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FAMILY CHRISTIAN CLUBS 

OTTAWA

 Above pictures from the left: Mrs. Isabelle Nicol makes a comment on What Complicates My Life. Mrs. Barbara Plummer, 
is centre with teen Heidi LaCroix at right. 
Below from left: Ben Moulton shows a power point of  his woodwork and carpentry training. Mrs. Barbara Plummer spoke 
on the origins of wedding traditions and beliefs.  Mrs. Rachel LaCroix talked about the bene!ts and need for vitamin D due 
to the lack of quality sunshine in Canadian winters.    

MONTREAL

From above left: Jon Curtis of NY 
was a colourful Toastmaster. He 
introduced Nick Lamoureux, also 
from NY, who gave an ice-breaker 
introducing himself. Mrs. Sharon 
Descoteaux from Coaticook, 
eastern townships was a speaker, as 
was Achille Vitale of Montreal. 
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OTTAWA ANNUAL CORN ROAST

Above left is Mrs Isabelle Nicol, Mr. Joseph Moulton and Jordan Morasse as they take off the corn husks preparatory to 
boiling. At right Jordan stands with some of the corn about to be put into boiling water. The annual picnic was held at the 
Moulton Lakes cabin on a lovely summer day. However, being the wet summer of 2009 there were some sudden heavy 
downpours of rain which caught four of the children out on a walk!                                                       gmphotos

   On the Sabbath of September 5th 2009, a 
recent addition to the Bustillo family was 
blessed by the laying on of hands and 
prayer by Pastor Graemme Marshall 
during the Sabbath service. Left is little 
Elijah Bustillo being held by his father,  
Mr. Alex Bustillo.  
  Mother Natasa is pictured at right when 
Elijah was a newborn.  

  On August 16, Lexie Lysyshyn and Kevin Spahich were married in 
the beautiful town of Shellbrook, Saskatchewan.  The couple intended 
on having an outdoor ceremony at their new farm, complete with their 
horses and a carriage.  Unfortunately the ceremony had to be moved 
due to a rain storm; however the hall was beautifully decorated and 
served as a great back-up venue.  Though it was cool and wet outside, 
inside it was warm and lively. 

  Members of the wedding party travelled from as far away as Ontario, 
Manitoba, and Alberta to join the couple on their special day.  After the 
wedding the couple moved to Thunder Bay where Kevin will complete 
his Bachelor of Education next year at Lakehead University before 
heading back to the farm.               
                                                                 UNC

SASKATCHEWAN WEDDING

BLESSING OF CHILDREN CEREMONY - MONTREAL
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE BYLAWS

Change to Article 8.6.2 Speci•c Responsibilities
  The National Council shall be entitled to conduct all activities permitted by law for Council 

members except as limited by law, the articles of incorporation, the Constitution and Bylaws, 
including, without further limitation, the following:

Change existing point (7) to (8) add in new point (7).

CURRENT*

8.6.2.  Speci!c Responsibilities
(7)  To exercise all other powers conferred 

by law. 

PROPOSED+

8.6.2.  Speci!c Responsibilities
(7)  To determine, in the event of a 

winding up or dissolution of the 
organization, after payment of all 
debts, a quali•ed donee or donees 
as described in the Income Tax Act 
to receive all remaining assets of the 
United Church of God - Canada.

(8)  To exercise all other powers conferred 
by law. 

       *Proposed deletion(s) is(are) in bold italics.          + Proposed addition(s) is(are) in bold.

Submitted by: National Council

Statement of Justi•cation 

The Canada Revenue Agency has issued the following Policy Statement:  

“Under the Income Tax Act, a registered charity can only transfer its remaining assets to a 
quali!ed donee upon its dissolution.  Therefore, a registered charity’s governing documents 
should include a clause to the effect that upon winding up or dissolution, all its remaining 
assets after payment of its debts must be distributed to one or more quali!ed donees.”

Therefore, to keep our charitable status we must address this issue in our Bylaws.  According to CRA, a 
“quali!ed donee” must be a registered Canadian charity.  

“The rationale behind the CRA’s (Canada Revenue Agency) new policy is that the assets of a charity such as the United 
Church of God have been donated by individuals for the purpose of carrying out the charitable aims of the church. If, on a 
dissolution, any assets were to end up in the ownership of private individuals or commercial corporations, this would neg-
ate the intentions of the original donors. Hence, any remaining assets can only be transferred to another Canadian charity”.

                               Kevin Ford - UCG Accountant, Toronto. 

 WHY AMENDMENTS OCCASIONALLY HAVE TO BE MADE TO OUR UCG BYLAWS



20     United News Canada

  The Edmonton church was invited to Stan and Lee’s home for a barbeque/potluck dinner with an Israel Slide Show as feature 
presentation. It was a beautiful summer evening as we ate and socialized, the families and children very much enjoying the patio and 
backyard. Fun, food, laughter, were the theme of the evening. The slide show presentation was titled “Galilee: Con•ict, Politics, & 
Holiness (Part 1)”. 
“Hellenizing – Romanizing – Paganizing – of the Holy Land” was the topic of discussion. The slide show, narrated by Stan Kitt, 
included pictures of Roman ruins, maps of the area, and explanation of the dynamics of the cultures before and around the time of 
Jesus. Various places were discussed, including Caesarea Maritima, Sepphoris, Banias (Caesarea Philippi), Tel Daul (King Jeroboam’s 
Calf Altar), and Seythopolis (Beat Shean).  
  Mr. Kitt explained the many temples dedicated to pagan gods; the fact that Herod the Great used taxation revenue to build various 
temples and palaces; and the anger and uprisings among the people – many of whom were of Jewish descent and who opposed 
paganism. We enjoyed listening to Mr. Kitt’s depth of information, his extensive research, and viewing the slides of his trips. 
Unfortunately, we ran out of time as this was only Part 1 of the presentation and Part 2 is much anticipated!
                                                                                     
                                                                                              Cathy Ward – Edmonton 

EDMONTON SOCIAL  HOSTED BY STAN AND LEE KITT

               
  At Trumpets in Edmonton we were 
pleased to witness the ordination of 
Evelyn Davis to the of!ce of deaconess 
in the church. Evelyn has been a constant 
help for her husband Dave (deacon) and 
has been faithful and active in the church 
for many years. 
  She has also had the heavy and growing 
responsibility of her elderly mother Ava 
Stephenson to consider. Evelyn’s mother 
died in the faith some months ago and 
Evelyn is now able to concentrate on 
duties within the church. The family drive 
in from their farm west of the city each 
Sabbath. The children are now grown 
and grandchildren have been added to the 
growing family. 
 Besides showing hospitality, Evelyn 
assists in the Sabbath school program for 
the children. 

          
 She also works with our other deaconesses 
to ensure the church functions smoothly. 
 The Davis family is well known in the 
Darwell area. She and her husband 
operated a large turkey business over 
the years and Evelyn has served on the 
board governing the cooperative of turkey 
producers. 

She has gained a lot of experience in 
working with people outside of the 
family. 

They have stepped back from the turkey 
business and are enjoying a little more 
personal time; time with the family and the 
opportunity to serve in the United Church 
of God. Most importantly, their faith and 
support of the truth has not faltered over 
the years.  
                                                                   

                         Robert Berendt  

ORDINATION
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 UNITED CHURCH OF GOD - CANADA -- ANNUAL AUDITOR’S REPORT. 



22     United News Canada



November-December  2009  23



24     United News Canada

     Reflections

 “The wise leaders will shine with all the brightness of 
the sky. And those who have taught many people to do 
what is right will shine like the stars forever.” GNB     
                                                            Daniel 12:3

How wondrous a destiny that humans will shine like 
the stars in the universe. 

          Above is the Sombrero Galaxy in an infrared Nasa Hubble photo. 
                                  Below is the Barred Spiral Galaxy.     

 
  On the last and most important day of 
the festival, Jesus stood up and shout-
ed, 

   “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
me and drink! 
  The one who believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, will have rivers of 
living water •owing from his heart.”
 
  Now he said this about the Spirit, 
whom those who were believing in 
him were to receive.     ISV

                             John 7:37-39

THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES   

REMINDS OF 
MAN’S DESPERATE NEED 
FOR GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT


