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 The Festival of Tabernacles - a gathering of God's people. 

 A black swan mothering her young.  
See the Re!ections article on Family Togetherness on the last page. 

Photo courtesy of  Tom Burchard, Lake Taupo, New Zealand
 Feast of Tabernacles,  2009 

 Fall  scene at Butchart Gardens, Victoria, B.C.
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2010 SPRING HOLY DAY ATTENDANCE ACROSS CANADA *
CONGREGATION Passover First DUB Last DUB Pentecost

Calgary, AB 55 93 80 110
Edmonton, AB 79 94 92 104
Grande Prairie, AB 7 9 10 17

Hamilton, ON 17 17 15 19
Kitchener, ON 19 34 21 41

Lethbridge, AB 15 19 21 w/Calgary
London, ON 9 14 11 10

Moncton, NB 6 18 22 26
Montreal, QC 24 31 30 37

North Battleford, SK 28 29 33 25
Ottawa, ON 20 31 18 32

Peachland, BC 34 40 34 33
Prince George, BC 17 27 22 21
Red Deer, AB 13 15 12 9

Regina, SK 17 20 18 19
Saskatoon, SK 23 30 22 30

St. John’s, NL 12 13 11 14

Sussex, NB 12 w/Moncton w/Moncton W/Moncton
Toronto, ON 81 99 91 82

Vancouver, BC 27 24 20 51
Victoria, BC 22 23 27 25

Winnipeg/Killarney, MB 30 28 28 29

2010 TOTAL 567 708 638 734

2009 TOTAL 586 733 671 762

* Attendance !gures (except Passover) were taken from information supplied 
with the Holy Day Offerings.
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 NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETS 
IN ABBOTSFORD, BC  

  The latest Council meetings were held 
on June 9 and 10 in Abbotsford, BC. Mr. 
and Mrs. Dennis and LeeAnn Luker were 
guests at the meetings. The two new 
council members (Garry Lucas, Barrie, 
Ontario,  and Ellsworth Stanley, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland) gave ice breakers. 
  The "rst item of business  was to 
adopt the minutes of the previous meeting 
– in this case the March Teleconference 
minutes. 
  Each June, the Council Code of Ethics 
and Council Job Description are 
read to remind all council members of the 
service nature of their duties and what is 
required of them.  
  The council is usually given an update 
on the state of all of UCG - Canada 
congregations.  This time the focus was 
on how Pentecost went in the various areas. 
Overall, the attendance was slightly down 
from last year; however the overall reports 
were very positive and the total offering 
was up.
  Rainer Salomaa showed the PowerPoint 
presentation about the work in 
Canada that was given at the 
General Conference of Elders in 
May. The conclusion showed that Canada 
is doing a work with an annual budget that 
is close to the equivalent of the cost of an 
average home in Vancouver.
  The National O#ce and "nancial 
update was given by Anthony Wasilkoff 
and Edwin van Pelt.  It was a PowerPoint 
presentation, showing the statistics in 
graph form, tracking what has been 
accomplished. 
  Graemme Marshall gave a short report on 
samples of some questions that come 
to the church through the Internet . 
He noted that many of the questions asked 
now are the same as the ones that the 
church has been answering for years. A 
common question is how we differ from 
other church organizations.
  On behalf of the Media Team, David 
Palmer gave an update showing the 
overall results of the Beyond Today 
program in Canada. The Vision network 
and Grace TV, carrying our program, have 
both been sold to a new owner. Dennis 
Horlick updated the council on the progress 
of the sale and its potential impact. 

  On behalf of the Ministerial Services 
Team, Anthony Wasilkoff reported that the 
Pastors’ Manual is in the process of being 
“Canadianized”. The completion date will 
be determined by the workload of those 
involved in the project. 
  It was reported that the credentials 
of three deacons were approved. 
Another two have been approved for 
ordination at a future date. 
  A new Feast site for 2011 has 
been proposed and the council was 
shown photos of it. Final decision will be 
determined by space and negotiations. 
  The team is planning a ministerial 
conference for early December and 
established the theme of ªLifting the 
Bar; Raising the Standardº for that 
conference. Elders will receive further 
information.
  Last June an O#ce Relocation Task 
Force was created. Dennis Horlick was 
appointed to head it. He presented !ndings 
about a potential of!ce in Mississauga that 
seems to !t our needs. The Council was 
shown a PowerPoint about the facility. 
They had an opportunity to ask questions 
about the potential of!ce and its location. 
This of!ce has the potential of reducing our 
overhead when most others that were looked 
at would increase our monthly expenses. 
After much discussion, the Council gave 
the instruction for the National Of!ce to 
proceed further with this possibility.  
  New council members were assigned to a 
committee and the last half of Wednesday 
was allocated to intensive committee 
meetings.
  On Thursday morning, Dennis Luker 
gave a presentation on ªStress in 
the Ministryº . He gave three points on 
dealing with the stress ministers experience. 
He saved some time for comments and 
discussion at the end.
  On behalf of the Strategic Planning/
Finance Committee, Larry DeLong 
reported that ways were being sought to cut 
expenses. One suggestion was to have a site 
where members might be able to download 
sermons to save on the expense of mailing 
out CDs and DVDs. 
  The committee also suggested looking at 
communicating with members by email 
in order to save on postage costs. The 

committee submitted a policy for health 
insurance for employees over seventy. The 
policy was approved and will be added to 
existing policies.
  The committee also looked at the need for 
an investment policy. Completion of this 
policy will be pursued as soon as possible.
  On behalf of the Governance/Ethics/
Pastoral Committee, Graemme 
Marshall had several policies to present. 
The !rst was a policy for ministers speaking 
to other groups. This was approved.  A 
policy for others speaking to one of our 
congregations was put on hold for further 
development. 
  Several new policies were needed and 
others needed to be updated due to new 
legislation dealing with workplace 
harassment/violence and child 
pornography.  These were put forth, 
explained and adopted. New and amended 
policies will be distributed to those who are 
affected.
  The  rest of the day was spent in a 
brainstorming session and an executive 
session.
 
  A new Amendment  Committee  
member, Joseph Sheperd, was selected, 
along with a new alternate for the 
Amendment Committee - Charles 
Desgrosseilliers. 
 
  The annual review  of the Director 
of Operations was conducted during an 
informal session. 
  The annual Council self-review 
assessment form was distributed by the 
chairman for each member of the council 
to complete and mail to the secretary.
                                                         
    
          
               Linda Wasilkoff     

                        Secretary
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NATIONAL OFFICE MEDIA MEETING. 

MINISTERIAL SERVICES TEAM MEETING. 

 David Palmer, Vancouver, leads the media team in discussions about Beyond Today television 
which airs across Canada. 

Ministerial Services Team meeting conducted with Robert Berendt pictured on the laptop 
from his home in Edmonton via the technology of Skype video. Pat Read’s laptop at right has 

the face of his granddaughter. 
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NEW NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS ± ICE BREAKER INTRODUCTIONS

GARRY LUCAS, Barrie, Ontario: I was born in 1937 just before 
WW2. It was quite a time. It was so traumatic that I still remember 
quite a lot of it. I can see, looking back, that it has left a mark 
on my life. I am 72 going on 73, and looking back over all that 
has happened I can see God’s hand in my life. Especially when 
you get up in age, you think when you are young you want to 
be older, but then when you get older you want to be young!  
  I immigrated to Canada in 1956 without being able to speak 
English, and married in 1959.  At age twenty-four I heard the 
World Tomorrow program on the radio while I was driving 
a bread truck. It brought answers to questions I had had for 
years, but I didn’t write in for six years because things were 
offered for nothing, and I knew that nothing is for free!
  After the WCG changes in ’95 I had a call from Mr. Joe Tkach 
personally. But we left with just seven of us keeping services 
in our living room. Eventually we had 40, and then 120, and 
we rented a hall in Toronto and set up a visiting program.
  We !nally heard about Rod Meredith and went to Global. But 
then there was the big break up of Global and Living. I wrote 
letters to both Mr. Meredith and Mr. Salyer, pleading to keep things 
together. We stuck with Living, but after problems we became 
disillusioned and went with Fred Coulter for a while. But he was 
a one-man show with nobody to check up on him. So, I left there. 
I went back to the Bible and studied. I found United. I am still 
not a “rah-rah” United person, but ‘rah rah’ for God. I won’t ever 
be a “yes” man, but will hopefully go along with what is right. I 
will do my best on Council to serve God and the brethren. I won’t 
keep quiet if there is something said that I don’t agree with. But 
it is a privilege and pleasure to be here at the council meetings. 

   

Come By Chance (where Ellsworth was born) 
is a small town on the Avalon Peninsular 

of Newfoundland, north of St. Johns. 
Population estimate in 2001 was 265.   

 ELLSWORTH STANLEY: (This is the !rst time for someone 
from Newfoundland to serve on Council). I was born in Come 
By Chance in 1943 during the war, and graduated from high 
school in 1961. In university I had a 6-week course to prepare 
me to teach and I ended up as principal of a school at age 18 
in a remote area; you could only get there by boat. I went to 
university for one year after that as I knew I wasn’t prepared. In 
1969 I was doing research on absolutes, and a person next to me 
said it was ‘hogwash’ and asked me to come back to his room. 
He was getting the Bible Correspondence Course and the Plain 
Truth magazine. But he never came into the church.
  In 1969 I was baptized in a pond in St. John’s by Richard 
Wilding and Keith Britain. I was dating at the time and knew 
I couldn’t continue as she was a non-member. She was on tour 
in London at the time and I suggested she stop by Ambassador 
College, Bricket Wood. And she did. Shortly after that, Dorothy 
was baptized as well. We were married in 1971 and I was able 
to go to the feast in 1972. But the next year the school board 
turned me down for time off. The following year I applied again 
and went to address the school board and explained my situation. 
They approved, and that was ground-breaking for Newfoundland. 
However, the next year when I applied again, they said NO. I hired 
a substitute, as did my wife, but when we came back we were 
both !red and blacklisted for quite a while. Finally we were able 
to get a job teaching in the far north. There, after twelve years, 
our daughter was born. In 1981 we went to Toronto to get our 
masters’ degree. That was a good year – we learned a lot. We 
came back to work with handicapped children for !fteen years.
  In 1998 I retired at age 55 and didn’t know what I was going to do.  
I spent a couple of years working with handicapped adults. I saw an 
advertisement for a job teaching in the Yukon, and so I taught there 
for two years. Then I went to the far north at Sachs Harbour on the 
Beaufort Sea to teach.  I loved it. I then decided to retire again back to 
Newfoundland, and that is where we are now. I enjoy gardening, and 
my wife and I have taken up ballroom dancing three nights a week. 
I appreciate this Council opportunity.
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 ªGive me six hours to chop down a tree 
and I will spend the "rst four 

sharpening the axe.º 

   This highly insightful statement is 
attributed to Abraham Lincoln. The point 
is that a task cannot be performed very 
effectively if a person hasn’t procured 
proper tools and if the tools have not been 
prepared for optimal use. 
  Another very instructive statement 
attributed to Mr. Lincoln is: 

 ªI will prepare and the opportunity 
will come.º 

  Too often an opportunity will present itself 
along the journey of life and the average 
person isn’t able to avail himself of it due 
to a lack of readiness.
  
  The fall feast is just around the corner. 
It is our golden annual opportunity.  By 
attending the Feast of Tabernacles we are 
in effect making an appearance before the 
Great Creator God of the universe (Exodus 
23:14-17). Actors from around the world 
go to the glamorous Academy Awards, 
not only in the hopes that they will win 
an Oscar, but also to make an appearance. 
Teeming masses of adoring fans (fanatics) 
line the arrival area just to get a "eeting 
glimpse of the stars in their newly designed 
out!ts. The actors revel in the attention 
they receive from adoring devotees and 
the equally adoring media and do all they 
can to make the most of their short-lived 
appearance. How much more meaningful 
should it be for servants of the Living God 
to make their annual appearance before 
their Creator at the Feast of Tabernacles!
  By now, most of you have probably 
decided which site you will be attending. 
This year we have four !ne sites to choose 
from right within Canada itself:  Kelowna, 
Saskatoon, Collingwood and Moncton. 
Each Festival Coordinator has been hard 
at work for many months getting things 
organized and arranged so that all will go 
smoothly start to !nish.
  Each area has something special to offer 
local attendees as well as transfers. Usually 
a brand new site has extra draw and appeal 
because of the newness factor. However, 
older sites often have new features added 
each year to boost the attractiveness of the 
area.

  A very challenging aspect of planning a 
feast is knowing how many are intending 
to come to each of our sites. Fortunately, 
most members do pre-register and so make 
it possible for the Home Of!ce to produce 
a computer projection of how many people 
and their ages to plan for. Some have felt 
that asking for attendees to formally register 
is too constricting or controlling, but it is 
in fact a vital tool to enable the church to 
help our attendees celebrate a high quality 
feast. 
  Probably one of the biggest dif!culties 
we have at the feast is sickness. We are in 
a different setting, eating different foods 
and in the presence of many people for a 
sustained period of time. Usually we arrive 
tired after trying to !nish up projects that 
have to be completed before leaving for the 
feast. We try to jam as much fellowshipping 
into the eight-day span as is reasonably 
possible. It is dif!cult to !nd the balance 
between participation and watching our 
health. Do try to get adequate sleep and 
rest. Pace yourself, especially as you 
become a bit older.  Remember that this is 
a spiritual feast more than it is a physical 
one and that we must keep everything in 
proper perspective in this regard.

Volunteers & Volunteerism
The top 10 reasons why it’s great to be an 
usher:

10. You get to wear a badge.
9. You don’t have to sit on a hard 

chair for the whole service.
8. You can slip out to the 

restroom if you need to, and 
nobody notices.

7. You get to tell people where 
to go.

6. You get to take money from 
people.

5. You don’t have to be as 
friendly as the greeters.

4. You get to eat a lot of breath 
mints.

3. If a screaming child bothers 
you, you can do something 
about it.

2. Preachers preach to the choir, 
not to the ushers.

1. You get to seat latecomers in 
the front row.

  The above list is credited to Jerry Beres 

and Russell Snyder and it appears in 1001 
Quotes, Illustrations & Humorous Stories.  
Perhaps reading the reasons brought a smile 
to your face. Similarly, you could produce 
a list of ten reasons for why it’s great to be 
in the choir, or on the parking crew, or the 
set-up crew and so on.
  Our largely unsung heroes are those people 
who willingly and joyfully contribute to the 
running of the feast. There are a surprising 
number of individuals who work tirelessly 
behind the scenes- and also before and after 
the event. Most are using vacation time to 
be there, but still get up early and work 
hard to make the feast run ef!ciently and 
smoothly. It has been said, “many hands 
make light work” and that certainly applies 
to us. Whether you are attending your local 
site or transferring somewhere else, be sure 
to consider volunteering some of your time 
to help in some meaningful capacity at the 
feast.  It will be greatly appreciated and 
you will discover that you will observe a 
more enjoyable feast – through sensible 
involvement. Not everyone can contribute 
by way of music – but we do appreciate 
those who can.  However, there are many 
other jobs that most people can help with, 
such as information table, ushering, set up 
and/or clean up, mothers’ rooms, etc.  I 
personally know of a lady in her eighties 
who has served at the information table at 
her local feast site for years and continues 
to enjoy this immensely (Colossians 3:23-
24).
  Each year the Activity Announcements 
brochure features an article about the 
importance and value of volunteering at the 
feast.  What would happen if the feast site 
you were planning to attend this year had 
no volunteers whatsoever? What would 
happen if the feast site you selected this 
year decided upon what we might call a 
‘no frills’ approach? Airlines do that a lot 
these days. Perhaps you are planning to "y 
to the feast this year and will be on a carrier 
(as most of them are these days) that offers 
the minimum amount of service. This 
amounts to a drink part way into the "ight 
– and usually not even a full can, but only a 
partial can poured into a plastic glass.  Oh 
yes – and either a tiny bag of pretzels or 
an equally tiny bag of cookies.  Aren’t you 
glad that the church doesn’t use this kind of 
approach when it comes to organizing and 
administering feast sites!    (see next page) 

FALL FESTIVAL PREPARATION
From the National O#ce
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  A lot of the extras we enjoy and have come 
to depend upon and expect, are due to the 
volunteers who step up to the plate to serve 
tirelessly year after year. 
An Often Overlooked but Vital Tool
  At the beginning of this article reference 
was made to procuring proper tools and 
putting them to optimal use. Of course, the 
supreme ‘tool’ for feast preparation and 
feast keeping is the Holy Bible. To help 
us use this tool to good effect is another 
important instrument but it tends to be 
overlooked because of familiarity.  What 
could this instrument be?  It is none other 
than the “Festival Planning Brochure 
2010”!

In the foreword written by Clyde Kilough 

we read: “In the following pages you will 
 nd!loads!of!information!on!issues!such!as!
budgeting, travel tips, housing, transfers, 
registration, spiritual preparation and 
much!more.!!I!encourage!you!to!read!all!of!
the!articles!in!this!brochure.!!By!following!
the! guidelines! and! recommendations,! we!
can!more!effectively!do!our!part! together!
as God’s family to have, yet again, another 
inspirational and joyous Festival.”
  In the next paragraph Mr. Kilough writes: 
“One more thing: One of the great lessons 
in! life! is! that! the! purest! satisfaction! we!
can! ever! have! comes! from! giving! and!
serving.!!Someone!once!wisely!said:!‘Great!
opportunities!to!help!others!seldom!come,!
but small ones surround us every day.’”
  Small but signi!cant opportunities are 

plentiful at the Feast of Tabernacles. We 
receive as much out of something as we 
put into it. The more we contribute and 
participate, the more successful the Feast 
becomes for others and ourselves and 
especially because our Heavenly Father 
blesses this approach (Luke 6:38). May 
your feast observance this year be an 
especially abundant and blessed one.
                                         
              Anthony Wasilkoff 

     Director of Operations Canada

  Have you ever considered the amount 
of work that is involved in processing 
our Holy Day Offerings? For many, we 
probably put our offerings in the envelope, 
put our envelopes in the basket as it is 
being passed along, and then never think 
about what happens from that point on.
  With more and more donations being 
received, the challenges of processing the 
offering are increasing. In 2007, we issued 
747 of!cial donation receipts to Canadians. 
In 2008, that number increased to 824 
receipts and in 2009 a total of 865 receipts 
were issued. Nearly 6,100 donations 
were processed in 2009. The donations 
recorded include those in the “anonymous” 
category; donations received from non-
Canadian residents (mostly from visitors 
who attended the Feast of Tabernacles), as 
well as those who do not want or need a tax 
receipt at the end of the year.
  For processing purposes, cheques or 
money orders are the easiest to handle and 
take the least amount of time. Cash and 
coin take more time to process because of 
the counting involved. Unfolding cash also 
adds to the processing time. For the Feast 
of Pentecost, we handled 430 banknotes 
in various denominations totaling $9,775. 
This is one of the reasons why banks 
charge for handling cash – it takes them 
longer to process deposits because all the 
cash and coin needs to be counted before 
the deposit slip can be stamped and the 
deposit recorded.
  Pre-labeled Holy Day Offering envelopes 

are mailed to members and donors on 
record in order to speed up the recording 
of the offerings in each person’s record in 
our database. The personal identi!cation 
number is entered in our database and the 
person’s record is then updated with the 
latest donations. 

  Even if you forget your Holy Day 
O$ering envelope, it helps if you 
clearly write your 11-digit personal 
index number on the envelope. 
(That's the series of letters and 
numbers immediately above your 
name on your address label. It 
starts with the letter C. Virtually all 
mail that is sent from the National 
O#ce has this number.) 

  Using your index number helps avoid 
confusion. An example: suppose the name 
we have on !le for you is Joe David Smith. 
Joe David Smith has his own unique index 
number – no one else has that number in our 
database. However, we receive a donation 
with J.D. Smith written on the envelope 
without an index number. You know that 
you are the same person but we cannot 
make that assumption when it comes to 
entering the donation. We have to assume 
that there are two different people, even 
though the address might be the same. From 
our perspective at the of!ce, J.D. could be 
the initials of a relative living at the same 

address, so a new record is created in our 
database.  This is why including your index 
number is important if you are not using 
the pre-labeled envelopes.
  If you are a Canadian resident and new 
in our database, and you wish to have 
a receipt at the end of the year, we need 
to!have!your!complete!name!and!address!
clearly!printed!on!the!envelope. This helps 
to avoid confusion when entering the 
information into our database. As an aside, 
if you have moved, please include both your 
old address as well as your new address so 
our !les can be correctly updated.
  There is a lot of work involved in processing 
the Holy Day Offerings. Hopefully this 
gives a little glimpse of what happens after 
the basket passes by. 
                        
              
              
             
               Edwin van Pelt.
           
                     Treasurer, 

     United Church of God - Canada

GIVING YOUR OFFERINGS

FALL FESTIVAL PREPARATION
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SATAN'S WORLD REMINDS US HOW NOT TO RULE

  Is there a ‘type’ of contrast with Satan’s rule 
and God’s kingdom? Does his evil empire 
also work on a system of cooperation with 
Satan as the head? 
  We are often reminded about the kingdom 
of God, and how after Christ’s return it will 
!ll the entire earth. It will be a kingdom 
where Jesus Christ rules under God the 
Father and the transformed saints will have 
a positive and unique role in it to work and 
live eternally.
  We also often hear about the devil. He 
is understood by us to be an adversary 
who seeks to incite to sin, and who causes 
problems and chaos. He is labelled as the 
enemy of all Christians, though he is also 
an enemy of all humanity, whether people 
realize it or not (Revelation 12:9). 
  But one thing to appreciate is that Satan 
also has a kingdom. With all kingdoms 
there is a certain type of unity, though 
the antithesis of the type of unity that 
Christians practice for the kingdom of God. 
After all, demons remain uni!ed in their 
rebellion. And it all fails when the devil 
is removed and imprisoned as pictured in 
the Day of Atonement (Revelation 20:1-3). 
By understanding how Satan’s kingdom 
probably works, we can better understand 
how far superior is God’s government and 
kingdom.
A Revealing Description
  In one Scriptural account, Jesus cast out a 
demon and was then accused of casting it 
out by using Satan’s power:

 “Then one who had been demon-
possessed was brought to Him, 
blind and dumb. And He healed 
him, so much so that the blind 
and dumb one both spoke and 
saw. And all the people were 
amazed and said, Is not this the 
son of David? But when the 
Pharisees heard, they said, This 
one! does! not! cast! out! demons!
except! by! Beelzebub! the! ruler! of!
the demons. And Jesus knew their 
thoughts and said to them, Every 
kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation. And every 
city!or!house!divided!against!itself!
shall not stand. And!if!Satan!casts!
out Satan, he is divided against 
himself; how then shall his kingdom 
stand? But if I cast out demons 
by Beelzebub, by whom do your 
sons cast them out? Therefore 
they shall be your judges. But if 

I cast out demons by the Spirit of 
God, then the kingdom of God has 
come to you. Or else how can one 
enter into a strong man’s house 
and spoil his goods, unless !rst he 
binds the strong one, and then he 
will plunder his house” (Matthew 
12:22-29, MKJV).

  Christ stated here that Satan and his 
demons have a demonic unity. If Satan 
were to cast out his own, then how can 
his kingdom stand? And if one does cast 
out demons, it certainly implies that the 
greater power comes from God, not from 
the demonic realm. This Scriptural passage 
shows God is far more powerful than Satan 
and his demonic kingdom. 

A World In$uenced by the Devil.
  We are quite familiar with the various evil 
dictatorships of our day. There are a number 
of characteristics that these dictatorships 
have in common which we should keep in 
mind:
1. The leader is very powerful, and wields 

considerable in"uence. In considering 
the spiritual realm, we can note that 
Satan was one of high position (Ezekiel 
28:13-17), and presumably one of the 
angelic beings to wield some authority 
over others under God.

2. The circle of persons around the 
leader are more than happy to have 
a dictatorial person as their leader, 
because they attain advantages that 
they otherwise would not have if that 
person were not in charge. It is why 
the ‘henchmen’ surrounding Hitler and 
Mussolini were themselves equally 
corrupt. 

3. The leader is not someone who can 
be easily overthrown. It is why an 
inner circle is content to carry out his 
wishes. 

4. Both the leader and his inner circle 
bene!t from their relationship, more 
than if they worked apart. Unity, even 
if it comes about for evil purposes, is 
still a powerful bond and hard to break. 
Drug cartels and biker gangs are two 
examples.   

5. There are a number (usually a very 
large number) of people in a nation 
who unfortunately do not bene!t, and 
may often be oppressed for the good of 
the leader and his inner cadre.

6. The majority who do not bene!t are 

used as tools and instruments to ful!ll 
the purpose of the leader. They may 
not even realize that they are simply 
being used, and so are supportive of 
his leadership. 

7. The majority of the people may be fed 
lies and propaganda in order to keep 
them in line. The devil is the father of 
lies (John 8:44). It is quite possible this 
may have been one of the methods he 
used to sway one-third of the angels to 
his cause (Revelation 12:4). We know 
from history that one way to stop two 
enemies from !ghting each other is to 
get them both focused on !ghting a 
third.

8. Ultimately the entire system may self-
destruct. Those far below the upper 
echelons of leadership may suffer 
tremendously and even revolt in due 
time – a coup-d’état. Depending on 
how severe the leader and his inner 
circle are in the pursuit of their sel!sh 
interests, desires and abuse of power, 
the suffering can reach a proportion 
that impacts everyone negatively. But, 
history shows that many longed-for 
human ‘messiahs’ in turn only become 
their next dictator. 

  From a Christian standpoint, we should 
note that humanity is truly a problem for the 
Satanic realm. When God created mankind, 
humanity was patterned after the image 
of God (Genesis 1:26). Humanity was in 
many respects created to displace the devil 
and his demonic realm. Christ also came to 
disqualify Satan as earth’s ruler (Matthew 
4:1-10), to resist him when tempted in the 
wilderness, and to show that the ruler of this 
world was judged (John 16:11). Therefore 
it should be no surprise that humanity, as 
far as Satan is concerned, serves no long-
term useful purpose for the devil and his 
demons. Their earthly authority is now 
in jeopardy and to be replaced through 
conversion. We see a persistent theme in 
the Bible where the devil is viewed as being 
in opposition to humanity and is ultimately 
seeking to destroy the church. This is part 
of the Atonement theme we focus upon 
annually. 
Here are some basic di%erences 
between Satan's realm and the 
kingdom of God:
1. Under God’s kingdom everyone 

bene!ts. 
                                       (see next page)   
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Satan's Kingdom..continued.
   In the realm of the devil only a select 

few  receive the bene!ts. By contrast, 
God’s government, based on Godly 
love, engages and embraces the 
involvement of everyone for the bene!t 
of everyone. It primarily functions on 
the servant principle.

2. Satan’s rule works on propaganda and 
misinformation. God’s government 
operates on Truth. At times religious 
misinformation and deception can 
easily masquerade as the truth.

3. Satan’s fruits result in con"ict, 
destruction and oppression. Spirit-led 
fruits work on resolution, construction 
and encouragement. 

Understanding These Di%erences 
can be Helpful 

  Although we are glad God doesn’t reveal 
overly much to us about the workings of 
the evil empire, yet we can appreciate the 
distinct and considerable advantages when 
humans cooperate with each other. 

  The important point is that the 
government of God is to bene"t all. 
Satan's government does not. 

  God’s Church strives to follow God’s 
model by encouraging an atmosphere 
where all can bene!t, while at the same time 
not tolerating sin or improper behaviour. 
We can never claim that the church or the 
organization has reached some state of 

perfection. It is always a work in progress. 
But we can always endeavour to support and 
understand the workings of God’s Church 
and its intended support for the building up 
of the spiritual body (Ephesians 4:12-16).  
  In understanding some aspects of how the 
evil empire operates, we can gain a greater 
appreciation for God’s Church on earth.   
                                                                    
               
                Nino Boezio     
           

                    Toronto
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DEACON ORDAINED IN CALGARY 

  Warren has been attending God’s Church since he was four years old. He was born in 1965. He and his patient and 
loving wife Heidi have four energetic young boys. Warren attends church in Calgary where his parents and his wife’s 
parents attend. 
  His interests are hockey, football and music. He considers himself a computer geek and runs his own small consulting 
business. Warren is the !rst member to have been baptized in United Church of God – Canada. Warren helps out by look-
ing after our sound system and Web cast, as well as playing the piano to accompany hymns. His wife Heidi helps look 
after various children’s activities and serves on the social committee. 
  He was ordained a deacon by Rainer Salomaa, Garry Poffenroth and Larry DeLong on the feast of Pentecost.                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                    Rainer Salomaa  

Warren and Heidi Po$enroth

PENTECOST IN MONCTON, NEW BRUNSWICK

 Maritimers, and one member from Nova Scotia, 
observed a combined Pentecost in Moncton. 
  Rejean Simard is pictured songleading in the chande-
liered banquet room that will be the meeting room for 
the Festival of Tabernacles.
   The Moncton Feast will be a gathering of Mari-
time, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland UCG members. 
  Pastor Graemme Marshall and his wife Lynn 
from Ontario were in Moncton for Pentecost and 
to make arrangements for the Moncton Feast.
  Twenty six were in attendance on a bright sunshine 
weekend.   
                         
                                       Graemme Marshall 
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  Many years ago, in Geneva, Switzerland, 
a middle-aged business woman walked 
into a self-service restaurant at noon for a 
bowl of soup. She obtained her soup, found 
a table by a window, and then realized 
that she had forgotten to get a spoon. She 
walked back to the cash desk, found a 
spoon, and returned to her table, only to 
!nd to her amazement that in the meantime 
a young black man had seated himself on 
the other side of her table and showed 
every sign of helping himself to her bowl 
of soup. “What a nerve”, she thought. But 
he didn’t seem a rough sort, and she didn’t 
want to be unpleasant, so she sat down, 
moved the bowl back to her side, and said 
pointedly “Do you mind?!” He responded 
with a smile, but didn’t seem able to 
understand French, and when she tried to 
begin her soup, he pulled 
back the bowl to the middle 
of the table, and began to 
help himself to it. But he did 
it so gently and politely that 
she couldn’t bring herself 
to make a public scene. A 
kind of “silent complicity” 
was established as they both 
consumed the soup. When 
the soup was !nished, he 
got up and motioned to the 
woman to stay there while 
he went to the counter. He 
returned with a large helping 
of French fries, which he 
placed in the middle of the 
table, indicating that she 
should help herself. When these too had 
been shared, he got up again, gave her 
another smile, said “Thank you”, and 
left. The woman re"ected for a while on 
this extraordinary encounter, and she too 
prepared to leave. It was then that she 
realized that her handbag, which she had 
put over the back of her chair, was gone. 
With a sick feeling, she ran to the counter 
to see if someone could chase after the 
young man, but all she got were shrugs. 
She remembered his smile and the “thank 
you” when he left, and recalled that 
immigrants were said to be responsible for 
a high percentage of crimes - and then…..
she saw her handbag. It was over the back 
of the chair of a nearby table, and on that 
table was a bowl of soup - an untouched 
bowl of soup. Only then did she realize that 
it wasn’t the young man who had helped 

himself to her soup. It was she, who had 
gone back to the wrong table, who had 
helped herself to his soup. Not to mention 
his fries. And now she remembered, with a 
very different emotion, how when he left, 
he had smiled and said “Thank you!” 
(This story has had an English version with 
a!cup!of! tea!and!biscuits,!but! the!point! is!
well illustrated).  

MISJUDGING ± it comes to human 
beings as easily as breathing. 
  Have you ever had a conversation with 
someone that went something like this?

ªSo you're talking to me today%º
ªWhat do you mean?º
ªWell, you wouldn't talk to me on
  Wednesdayº

ªI didn't see you on Wednesdayº
ªYes you did. You saw me on Main 
Street. I called to you, you turned 
round, looked straight at me, and then 
walked on without a single wordº
ªI wasn't anywhere near Main Street 
on Wednesday, and I certainly didn't 
see you %º  

The encounter may not have 
actually happened, but the hurt 
feelings are all too real.

  The tone of someone’s voice may indicate 
to us that they are annoyed with us, or 
bored, or being sarcastic. Someone does 
a certain thing, and we interpret a motive 
that may not exist. It can be humorous, 
embarrassing, unfortunate, or tragic, 

leaving in its wake bad feelings and 
broken relationships. Jesus Christ made 
an important statement on judging in John 
7:24:! “Do!not! judge!by!appearances,!but!
judge with right judgment.” Notice that 
He doesn’t tell us we are never to judge. 
Judging is a part of life – a necessary part 
– but He also warns that appearances can 
often be deceptive, and we must be on our 
guard against judging one another. So, 
how can we learn to judge in a godly way? 
One way we might not have considered is 
to take some tips from the professionals 
– those who do it for a living. We call them 
– “judges”! There are many kinds of judges 
- high court judges, judges at sporting 
events, judges at artistic competitions etc. 
Of course, only long experience can equip 
a judge to do his work at the highest level. 
A referee in a Stanley Cup or World Cup 

!nal has probably of!ciated in 
hundreds of previous games, 
and watched or played in 
hundreds of others, and that 
experience is what enables him 
to make good decisions. As 
we mature as Christians, our 
ability to judge should improve 
in the same way, but here are 
three principles exercised by 
high court judges which may 
help us in those judgments.

FIRST: 
 Establishing the facts is all-
important. A court’s function 
is to establish the facts – not 

guesses or assumptions or hearsay. 
  An “opinion” can be heard, but only if 
it is from someone considered an authority 
in the matter before the court. That is why 
most of the time in a trial is taken up with 
questioning witnesses, who in turn are 
cross-examined by the opposing lawyer. 
The Book of Proverbs has some advice for 
us in this regard:
     “He who answers a matter before he 
hears it, it is folly and shame to him” 
(Proverbs. 18:13); and “the!  rst! one! to!
plead! his! cause! seems! right,! until! his!
neighbor!comes!and!examines!him” (verse 
17). 
The lesson is clear - make sure you have 
the facts before jumping to a conclusion, 
and get both sides of the story. 
                    
                           (continued!on!next!page)

THE BOWL OF SOUP
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(BOWL!...continued!from!page!11) 

SECOND: 
  A judge can reject a case he considers 
trivial, or outside his jurisdiction. 
  If I steal your Mars bar, that is technically 
theft, but no high court judge is going to 
hear the case. When a situation arises that 
we are tempted to judge, !rst consider if 
it is something that is appropriate for us to 
decide. 

     ªThen one from the crowd said to 
Him, `Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the inheritance with me'. But He said to 
him, `Man, who made Me a judge or an 
arbitrator over you?' º 
                           (Luke 12:13-14)

  Christ was more quali!ed than any other 
human being to decide this case, yet He 
is "atly refusing to hear it. Why? It was 
not appropriate for the Son of God to get 
involved in personal disputes, especially 
one as petty as whether or not someone 
acquired a little more money. Some of the 

situations that get us worked up are pretty 
trivial, too, and sometimes they’re simply 
none of our business. In these cases, it’s 
better to ignore them and get on with our 
lives.   

THIRD: 
  When guilt is not proved beyond a 
reasonable doubt – what is the verdict? 
– Not Guilty!  
  It is the defendant who is given the 
bene!t of the doubt – not the prosecution. 
Have you ever heard of a court !nding a 
defendant “probably guilty, despite the lack 
of evidence”? There are several references 
in the Law of Moses stating the same 
principle, that “by the mouth of two or three 
witnesses the matter shall be established” 
(Deuteronomy. 19:15).  If there was only 
one witness, the case was considered “not 
proved”. The assumption of “not guilty” 
without conclusive proof is another wise 
principle to follow in our own judgments. 
You may think someone snubbed you, or 
gossiped about you, or did something to 
harm you, but do you know it for certain. If 
not, better let it pass, consider that it never 
happened, because, folks, it’s just possible 

that it didn’t actually happen. 
  The next time a situation arises that we 
feel we have to judge, let’s remember 
these points. Do we have all the facts? Is it 
something important, or that really involves 
us? And if the situation is uncertain, are we 
giving the bene!t of the doubt?  Remember 
that what you think you see may not be 
what you are looking at !  

Remember the Bowl of Soup !  
                                                                    
                        

              

                Kevin Ford 

                   Toronto

ªWhen one of you has a dispute with another believer, how dare you &le a lawsuit and ask 
a secular court to decide the matter instead of taking it to other believers% 

Don't you realize that someday we believers will judge the world? And since you are going to judge 
the world, can't you decide even these little things among yourselves? 

Don't you realize that we will judge angels? So you should surely be able to resolve ordinary 
disputes in this life.º

                                                         (1 Corinthians 6:1-3, New Living Translation).
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    There are challenges for an older person. 
But getting old isn’t the end. It is in fact 
a new venture that only the elderly can 
appreciate.

Aging is often a surprise when it 
comes.
     “The years between !fty and seventy 
are the hardest. You are always being asked 
to do more, and you are not yet decrepit 
enough to turn them down.”

The opportunity for older people is 
a new level of learning.
  Psalm 92 is positively encouraging: part 
of the blessing of being the righteous is 
also that older people need a new 
goal for this critical stage of life so 
that they become productive and 
fruitful. Instead of focusing on time 
running out, it is more positive to 
make the most of each day. There 
are different priorities when time is 
shorter. Perhaps like the story of the 
aggressive young salesman trying to 
sell an insurance policy to a ninety-
!ve-year-old man. Despite polite 
refusal from the elderly gentleman, 
the young man still persisted. Finally 
the old man said, ‘Look!young!fellow,!
you don’t seem to understand. At my 
age, I don’t even buy green bananas.’ 
If every day is welcomed with a joy 
for God’s Truth, you’ll never feel too 
old. You will just keep on growing.

Contrasting the last days of David 
and his friend Barzillai.
  After David "ed Jerusalem from a coup 
by his son Absalom, the rebels were 
miraculously defeated and David once 
again began a return to the city. A good 
friend, Barzillai, had provided for him 

and his entourage. As they began the some 
50 kilometres return David asked his 
good friend to go with him and be a court 
con!dant. Barzillai’s response illustrates 
‘old age’ and its limitations. Scripture says 
he was ‘very! old’ at 80 years (2 Samuel 
19:31-37). He knew he lived ‘day by day’ 
and doubted whether he would even survive 
a 50 kms. journey. He knew his physical 
state included impaired hearing, faulty 
taste buds, that he was suffering intellectual 
thinking loss, possibly with fading memory 
as well. He realized he was quite unable to 
serve in a court environment. His focus was 
now on remaining close to his home town 
where his ancestors were buried. With no 
refrigeration in those days, upon death you 

would be buried (except for embalming) 
close by where you died. He wanted to put 
his affairs in order and remain in familiar 
surroundings while awaiting his death. 
  By contrast, David had no peaceful end. At 
70 he was surrounded by palace succession 
intrigues; body circulation problems; and 
a stranger tending him rather than his wife 

Bathsheba (1 Kings 1:1/2). He records in 
a Psalm how he endured insincere "attery; 
disease problems; and disloyal former 
friends (Psalm 41:5-9). Some of us will 
face ‘our last days’ somewhere between 
these two experiences.  

What does God intend we learn by 
the Aging Process?
  We try to counter aging effects by light 
hearted banter. Popular seniors’ anecdotes 
illustrate this. ‘When!I!bend!down!to!tie!up!
my shoes, I look around to see what else 
can! be! done! while! I’m! down! there.’ Or, 
‘These! days! my! back! goes! out! more! than!
I do.’ Or, ‘When! I! go! downstairs! to! get!
something I often wonder whether I’m 

coming! or! going.’ It is important to 
keep a positive, humorous outlook 
on aging because God designed the 
process. It’s not the act of a vengeful 
God, but a loving one. 

Positives to Appreciate.
  Aging brings maturity and
mellowing, born from experience.
There is a digestion of life and an 
assimilation of loss and grief
There is the realisation of Job who
said, “Naked!I!came!from!my
mother’s womb, and naked shall
I return there; the LORD gave, and
the LORD has taken away; blessed
be the name of the LORD “(Job 1:21)
Paul explained, ‘For!we!brought
nothing into the world, and it is

clear! that! we! can! carry! nothing! out! (1!
Timothy 6:7).  

  The aged have absorbed the ‘blows’ 
and ‘wounds’ of life. Some heal, some 
scar. The mature no longer feel they must 
protect some in"exible position. Maturity 
means composure, with less exuberance or 
depression. 
                        (continued!page!14)!! 

APPRECIATING AGING 

 
 ªEven in old age they will still produce fruit; 

they will remain vital and greenº
                     (Psalm 92:14, New Living Translation).

ªA person is always startled 
when he hears himself 
seriously called an old 
man for the "rst time.º 
 
ªInside every older person 
is a younger person wondering 
what happened.º 
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AGING!-!continued!from!page!13. 

  The mature years bring a greater sense 
of being in control of life. There may be a 
feeling of wanting to feel young, but not to 
be young again. They have too much self 
control, ease of interpersonal relations and 
self-con!dence to trade for a youthful age 
again.

Men in Maturity.
  Older men become much more 
comfortable with themselves and their 
mates. Aging causes many men to  accept 
their present place on the career ladder; it 
becomes ‘far enough’. Mature men show 
more affection for their mates and value 
the part their wives have played towards 
the family. Romantic love can blossom 
even more. This is the beauty of committed 
love from a lifelong devotion. A lengthy 
partnership of love in facing good and bad 
times, means a husband and wife are real 
friends. Committed love over long years 
yields the highest return on this faithful 
investment. Looking back on child rearing, 
men attribute much of the teaching and 
nurturing to their wives, indicating they 
themselves were too busy making a living. 
With fewer !nancial obligations they desire 
more companionship from their marriage 
relationships.

Women in Maturity.
  While younger women are often vulnerable 
and dependent on their husbands, mature 
women are no longer weighed down by 
the responsibilities of family life. When 
children are grown up and leave home, 
older women have renewed energy to re-
assess and modify their life. Many women 
look anew at the positives of their husbands 
and at their own personal appearance. They 
are more settled in what they like and 
dislike. They no longer feel the need to !t 

in with every fashion, knowing now what 
best suits them personally. Many develop 
careers for the !rst time, or pick up from 
where they left off when childrearing 
intervened. Grandparenting experiences 
bring pleasure without parental strains. 

Giving up Driving. 
  For many, driving equals independence. 
The ability to shop, go to church or visit 
family and friends as you please is prized. 
The decision to hand over the car keys for 
good can be very dif!cult. Most people 
change their behavior as they get older: they 
drive less, only drive to familiar locations, 
and less at night. Aging brings physical 
and mental changes that can compromise 
driving ability, including changes in vision, 
and motor function. Aging eyes can take 
longer to adjust to changes in lightness and 
darkness, making glare and night driving 
more dif!cult. Cataracts, glaucoma, macular 
degeneration can impact visual perception. 
Arthritis of the neck or hands can make it 
more dif!cult to turn the head, switch the 
foot from the accelerator to the brake and 
operate other controls. To improve safety, 
some install wider rearview mirrors. Being 
prepared to use alternatives, such as taxis, 
mass transit, senior-center shuttles or other 
community transportation for seniors, can 
help ease the loss. And age alone is not the 
key measure of whether someone is safe 
to drive. Many 90-year-old seniors remain 
good, safe motorists.

The Dangers of Falls.
  In 2005, traumatic brain injuries resulting 
from falls caused nearly 8,000 deaths and 
56,000 hospital visits among Americans 
65 and older. Statistics show most older 
adults do not exercise regularly, and 35% 
over 65 do not participate in any physical 
leisure activity. “If a person lives in a very 

cluttered!home!with!telephone!cords!across!
the!room,!loose!rugs,!etc.,!these!things!are!
hazards.” (Fall prevention centre USC 
Gerontology, Los Angeles). Falling isn’t 
an inevitable part of the aging process, 
and there are ways to avoid succumbing 
to a nasty, or expensive spill. If you break 
a hip and end up in a nursing home, very 
frequently the fracture suffered will keep 
you in bed. In very bad cases some never 
get up again. 

Aged Concerns at Home. 
  Hearing loss can affect a couple watching 
television, talking on the phone or in general 
conversation. This is where a hearing aid 
helps. Eyesight problems contribute to 
misdials on the telephone or failing to see 
obstructions like mats and carpets. Large 
size phone numbers and large print Bibles 
help. Arthritis affects the joints and this can 
make computer use, writing or taking notes 
at Church dif!cult. Or, in turning pages 
of your Bible. Church members who are 
unaware of arthritic hands can give a strong 
‘handshake’ that pains the hand! 
Insecurity over Future Health 
Costs.
  Because of age, health insurance 
restrictions come into force. Yet age-
related health conditions continue. The 
best options for dental, eye, ear and other 
health needs may now become out of reach 
!nancially. Mobility problems and perhaps 
wheelchairs or walking canes enter your 
life. And what about winter and  walking 
on ice? Getting in and out of a vehicle also 
becomes more of a chore.  

Concerns at Church. 
  Speakers and song leaders have numerous 
things on their mind and are often unable 
to adjust to the needs of the whole 
congregation. 
                         (Continued over page) 
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The aged and hard of hearing may miss 
hymn page numbers and so you have to 
resort to asking someone for help. Speakers 
may give a Scripture too quickly for you 
to recognize or turn to. It might become 
dif!cult to stand up for hymns, or to remain 
seated all through a service. You might need 
to walk around a little at the rear. You may 
no longer be able to take notes; it might be 
enough to just listen. There may be times 
of bad weather or ill health when you are 
faced with whether to attempt going to 
Church at all. And Feast time poses an 
eight-day long activity that may now cause 
you to consider whether you can make it. 
And there are stairways and entrances. 
While most of the congregation might have 
little dif!culty, stairs and dif!cult entrances 
may pose a barrier for you. With modern 
electronics there are cables on the "oor 
with a danger of tripping over them. And 
where once upon a time as a young parent 

you could easily tolerate young children’s 
distractions at Church, now with aging you 
might !nd this an annoying distraction. 

Concerns for Prayer and Study.  
  With arthritic knees, or knee replacements, 
getting down on your knees, or raising your 
arms to God might now be a major task. 
You now discover that you must pray in 
as good a position as you can. You might 
now !nd meditation and re"ection more 
effective over the eye-strain of reading.  

An Aged Opportunity.
  Reconciliation opportunities always 
exist, but we often procrastinate and let 
them slip by. It is of little help to others 
wishing you’d like to have said something 
to make up for a past mistake. Have you 
heard people say after the death of a loved 
one, “I!wish!I’d!said!such!and!such!to!them!

before they went.” Each day is a window 
of opportunity to help correct any past 
mistakes. The mellowing of age equips 
you to forgo pride in favor of doing the 
right thing. The aged have a realization 
of how physically close they might be to 
the Kingdom of God. They stand on the 
‘brink! of! eternity.’ They have a sense of 
daily urgency to be closer to God; to be 
concerned how their Christian works might 
be viewed and judged. The !nal heartbeat 
is not an end – but a grand beginning. 
  Old age should not be a ‘putting out to 
pasture’ experience in human life. For the 
Saints, aging is a new level of learning that 
looks more keenly ahead to the imminent 
Kingdom of God. 
  Successful aging means not viewing 
death as a period (.) ending a sentence. But 
rather a comma (,) that brie"y interrupts a 
sentence that has yet more to say.        
 

Aging!continued...

  Gwen, a baptized member of God’s 
Church for 35 years, is an eighty-eight year 
old widow, living in the home that she and 
her husband Wally built, in Mississauga, 
Ontario. She attends Toronto services when 
her health permits. However, this past fall 
and winter she was unable to get out, due to 
her long-time !ght with multiple sclerosis. 
This debilitating disease causes excessive 
weakness. At times her hands and feet will 
twist and contort, causing her excruciating 
pain. Also, during this time she also suffered 
with a painful case of shingles, and high 
blood pressure.
  Though Gwen’s body is weak and frail, 
(she weighs about 80 pounds), her spirit 
is strong and she loves God’s Church and 
His work, fervently! She devours the CDs 
and the church literature she receives. She 

uses “The United News” when she !nishes 
reading it to pray daily for the individuals 
featured. She has communication through 
letters and friends, some in far off 
countries. 
  For example, when a friend attended the 
Feast in Singapore and told of Gwen’s 
intercession for them, they were so 
touched they got together and purchased a 
small brooch with a real orchid covered in 
pure gold for her. She wears it to church to 
remind her of their love.  
 Gwen’s enthusiasm for God’s way is very 
evident to all when she is able to attend 
church. But that enthusiasm continues when 
she’s can’t. For instance, each day during 
Feast time she observes in her home, as 
though she was with the brethren. She 
daily sings from the  hymnal, prays, reads 

her Bible, listens to a CD, all in an orderly 
manner. Her table is all set for a special 
Feast meal afterward and she dines alone 
before God. Though she cannot be with the 
brethren in body, she is with them at the 
Feast in spirit. 
  Many brethren call and send cards to her 
which brings her great delight. She says, 
“When people ask me if I was able to get 
to! the! Feast! this! year,! I! tell! them,!‘Yes,! I!
was!’

        

          Lillie Robinson ± Toronto. 
 
 

MEMBER PROFILE: Gwen Sheehan, Toronto
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  A t the Henderson Hospital, Hamilton 
on April 24, 2010, Leonard Nymeyer died 
peacefully in his 78th year, surrounded by 
his family. 

   Beloved husband of Jean for &fty-six 
years, he had three daughters, three 
sons-in-law, seven grandchildren (six 
of whom are married) and nine great-
grandchildren. 

 His legacy left behind is four 
generations who have been taught and 
grounded in the faithfulness of their 
covenant God. 

  Leonard was predeceased by nine 
brothers and sisters, and survived 
by one sister, Jean Langendoen.                                                                                         

                         Jenny Kamerman

                                        

Remembering a Member of the 
Dutch Resistance: 
Mike Bennett ± Cincinnati. 
  
  Last April a friend and a hero died. I met 
Len Nymeyer in 2000 when he was part of 
the pioneer class of the Ambassador Bible 
Center. But I learned much more about 
him when he sent me the transcript of a 
presentation he had given to students about 
his experiences as part of the Dutch resistance 
to the Nazi occupation. Those harrowing 
and heroic stories became the article “World 
War 11: A View From Underground.” 
  Len Nymeyer’s life changed drastically 
when the Nazis occupied Holland in World 
War 2. His descriptions of dodging bullets, 
rescuing Allied pilots and facing the wrath of 
the Nazis and collaborators make gripping 
reading, and I hope you will check out the 
full article in Virtual!Christian!Magazine. 
Let me share the conclusion of Len 
Nymeyer’s article here:

“What have we learned? Do you think 
man has learned anything from all this?
There! is! no!doubt! that!man!has! searched!
for!peace!since!the!beginning!of! time,!but!
so far it has all been an illusion. I have seen 
what happens in war, and I’ve tried to tell 
you a little bit about it. In war, nobody wins. 
Ask those who have lost loved ones and 
have!experienced!the!pain!and!the!suffering!
and! the! heartache! that! never! goes! away.
So,! will! there! ever! be! peace?! God! tells!
us! that! the!Prince!of!Peace!will! return! to!
this! earth! and! bring! real! peace! (Isaiah!
9:6;! 2:4).! Humanity! will! no! longer!
learn the way of war, but will learn the 
way! of! peace.! Then! “all! your! children!
shall be taught by the Lord, and great 
shall! be! the! peace! of! your! children”!
(Isaiah! 54:13)"! God! speed! that! day"”
 
 Len Nymeyer died of cancer. But the 
inspiration of his example and his hope 
live on.

OBITUARY: LEONARD NYMEYER

Grief (from page 17) 
               
  ªGod is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts us 
in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, 
we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given usº 
               
                       (2 Corinthians 1:3-4, New Living Translation). 
                                                    
                                         Graemme Marshall   
                                                    Ottawa    

Len and Jean Nymyer pictured 
at a supper evening. 

Photo courtesy of Gary Haynes. 

About my husband Len (from his wife Jean).
  My family and I thank everyone for the many get well cards and prayers for Len’s 
healing. Len was sick and in a great deal of pain for about six months, and at the end 
of February we were told that he had lung and liver cancer, plus pneumonia on top 
of that.  On April 3, he was taken to Henderson Hospital’s Oncology section and Len 
was very much at peace, which was a great comfort to all of us.  He died peacefully on 
April 24, surrounded by his family.  The funeral service was led by Garry Lucas, and 
our oldest daughter Jenny Kamerman gave the eulogy “My Dad”.  Each of our seven 
grandchildren read some of Len’s favourite scriptures. Dennis Horlick closed with 
prayer and Anthony Wasilkoff  led the graveside service.  Len will be greatly missed, 
but we do not mourn as those who have no hope.  One of Len’s favourite scriptures was 
Psalm 39:7, and our hope is in God also, for comfort and strength to go on without Len.  
                                                                                          

                                                                                           Jean Nymeyer.

googleimage.com
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  Grief is the emotion and pain we feel 
over signi!cant losses in our lives. Grief 
counselors suggest some of the following 
as concerns: 

• ending a relationship
• loss of career or employment
• death of a pet
• loss of key role, position or 

status
• loss of health
• loss of cherished goal or 

dream
  Probably the most disturbing loss will 
likely be the experience of bereavement: 
death of a person who is signi!cant to us. 

Bereavement grief.  
  This grief is the physical and psychological 
reaction to the changes forced upon us by 
a loved one’s death. We must then !nd a 
different way of going about our lives, 
coping with the gap, and face a lot of 
unforeseen changes. 
  Bereavement is not only a major loss in 
itself, but it often sets off a chain reaction 
of other losses too:
  • loss of income or !nancial security 
or stability
  • loss of routine and having to adapt 
to new roles, tasks and responsibilities
  • loss of a future together, or one in 
which the deceased would have played a 
major role
  • loss of home or accommodation 
arrangements
  • loss of friends and social gathering 
that was linked to the deceased’s work or 
interests
  Grief may be felt for an extended period, 
even for several years. Sometimes the pain 
of grief intensi!es during the !rst few 
months after death because not only are the 
realities and consequences just ‘sinking in’, 
but the support of others tends to fall away. 
This if often because those less affected 
have moved on, or those similarly affected 
are pre-occupied with their own pain and 
struggle. 
  Grief is a journey that demands a 
preparedness to experience much sad 
emotion.  It calls for courage and daring 
to walk a new path, and to adapt to new 
challenges. 

Men and Women Grieve Di%erently
  Every person will grieve in his or her own 
particular and individual way. And there is 

a difference in how men and women tend 
to grieve. Women generally grieve more 
publicly and it is helpful to understand how 
the sexes differ. 

Women and Grief
  Women are usually very good at seeking 
out support for themselves. They tend to 
relieve their emotional pain through the 
open expression of it, and to verbalise it 
in the company of others. When women 
encounter dif!culties with grieving, it 
is more often because they pay too little 
attention to the tasks, challenges, and 
practicalities of restoration: attending to 
life changes, doing new things, forming a 
new identity and new relationships. 

Men and Grief
  Men exhibit differences in grieving because 
of dissimilar biology, brain function and 
hormone systems. And from the stereotype 
entrenched in society that ‘real men don’t 
cry.’ 

How Men Tend to Respond to Grief
  They are not as self-caring or help-seeking 
as women. Men pay less attention to the 
initial emotional pain than women, until 
those around them seem ‘safe’ and things 
appear ‘in order.’ Men often distance 
themselves from the emotional content of 
dif!culties or threatening situations as part 
of their masculine trait to be protective 
toward others. 
  Men tend to need more time to connect 
with grief emotions.
  Men often need privacy, to be alone, before 
facing and experiencing emotional pain.
  Being generally less verbal than women, 
men prefer to ‘mull things over’ and ‘think 
things through.’

  Men tend to exhibit more anger than 
women. This can pose a problem for men 
as people tend to be sympathetic to the 
more subtle emotions that women exhibit, 
and unsympathetic to men who might 
express anger (“Be angry, and do not sin” - 
Ephesians 4:26). What lies behind the anger 
are usually the subtle emotions of sadness, 
yearning, helplessness and suffering. 
  Men often respond negatively to be 
more public in their grieving than with 
what they personally feel comfortable. 
  While men usually cope through activities, 
action, and ‘mulling things over’ – women 
do this by talking and crying out their grief.
  Men bene!t from the company of other 
men, or by working alongside them. 
And this is not necessarily by verbal 
exchanges, but just by other men being 
‘present’ who care, but who do not intrude. 

How Grieving Men Can Best Help 
Themselves  

• By showing courage in 
allowing themselves to 
experience the painful 
emotions of grief (rather 
than continuing to push them 
under the surface). 

• By communicating clearly 
to others their need to be 
alone. And to deal with their 
feelings in private. 

• Conversely, by not shutting 
out others, but keeping 
communication open in 
relationships. 

• By staying close to reliable 
friends and talking to them.

  For all who grieve, whether men or women, 
take comfort that this painful emotional 
experience will in time be  able to help others 
going through similar life experiences.   

       

                                   (see over page 16)

ABOUT GRIEF ± especially for men. 
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50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

 On the evening of June 5th the North 
Battleford UCG and members of Walter 
and Ann Zamonsky’s family joined in 
the celebration of their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary. A catered meal was followed 
by stories about the honored guests from 
family and friends. Vocal entertainment 
was provided by Edan Bullerwell. Guests 
travelled from Ontario, Manitoba and 
Alberta. 
  Walter and Ann were married on June 4th 
1960 in Manitoba and started their married 

life on the farm. They moved into Winnipeg 
when they were called into God’s church 
and where Walter went into construction. 
Work took them to North Battleford and 
Lloydminster until they eventually retired 
in North Battleford. The Zamonskys have 
one child – their daughter Barbara. Walter 
and Ann have served faithfully in God’s 
Church and Walter has been a deacon for 
years. Both Walter and Ann blanketed 
the small city of Lloydminster (which 
straddles the Alberta – Saskatchewan 

border) with the GN magazine which they 
delivered house to house. They have been 
enthusiastic in their involvement in serving 
God. Everyone was warm and happy about 
this occasion. The couple are appreciated. 
                                                         
                  Adeline Sanoy    
  
                    North Battleford, SK

  Pictured at left, Ann is identifying 
various individuals for Donald Sitter. 

Walter and Ann Zamonsky cutting their cake. 

Walter Zamonsky standing by 
a banner that had been created for 

their 50th anniversary. 
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Youthful Reflections

  I believe that the !nancial industry has 
taken a lot of heat lately with the !nancial 
crisis that has occurred, and the recent 
“Bernie Madoff” schemes have not given 
wealth advisors the best reputation. Luckily, 
I have been working at an investment !rm 
for the last two years and have learned 
many truths about this industry. 
  Working in this industry has been 
a non-issue for me as a Sabbath- 
keeping Christian , as many of the 
employees are of the Jewish faith. 
Although they are non-practicing they 
are very accepting and considerate of the 
Sabbath and Holy days. The markets are 
open 9:30 to 4:00 and thus never overlap 
with the Sabbath. Many are impressed that 
a religion still follows “traditions their 
grandparents kept” faithfully in the 21st 
century. 
  No one needs to fall victim to 
a Bernie Mado% scheme, if you 
do your homework.   No one would 
purchase a house without having an 
inspection done, so why would you trust 
someone with your life savings  who hasn’t 
any credentials, or is not regulated? An 
organization called IIROC (Investment 
Industry Regulatory Organization of 
Canada) oversees all investment dealers 
and trading in Canada. They uphold 
quality standards and protect investors by 
ensuring brokers act with integrity and are 
held accountable. Clients should have had 
doubts about signing cheques over to an 
individual, Bernie Madoff for example, and 
not the !rm. Integrity would be the only 
thing stopping that person from depositing 
it into his personal bank account.
  Appearances can be deceiving. 
One of my favourite stories while working 
at the !rm was of a man who entered a 
bank looking to deposit some money. He 
was dressed shabbily and looked as if he 
had not showered in many days. No one 
was taking him seriously, but the wealth 
advisors I now work for decided to give 
him some of their time. It ended up being 
a very wise decision. Yes, at that time he 
was a homeless man; however, he had just 
inherited three million dollars. Many of 

our wealthiest clients are very humble in 
appearance. 
  Make your money work for you.  
It is important to have long-term goals, to 
plan for the future. However, one should 
not get greedy and look for get-rich-quick 
schemes.
  When people are in a crisis, 
emotions take over.  During the !nancial 
crisis many people exited the markets, 
left their brokers and let fear control 
their actions. The market is very cyclical, 
and had they thought things through and 
listened to their advisors, they might have 
looked to the long term, bought blue chip 
stocks at a huge discount and recouped any 
losses in the future. Warren Buffett, who 
many believe to be the greatest investor of 
all time, states, “ We simply attempt to be 
fearful when others are greedy and to be 
greedy only when others are fearful”.
  As an employee at a !nancial !rm I 
have to take on a role of stewardship. 
Stewardship is de!ned as the conducting, 
supervising or managing of something. 
The careful and responsible management 

of something entrusted to one’s care. At 
work we are entrusted with people’s life 
savings. We have a huge responsibility. 
We need to !nd their goals and how to best 
serve them. 
  Lastly, I learned that you need a 
servant's heart.   Key characteristics 
of a servant are to submit, obey, serve, be 
respectful, dedicated and pro!table. We 
may not always be in a servant’s position 

but we must always have a servant’s heart. 
I started as a "oating assistant in September 
2008 and have since been promoted three 
times. I cannot help but attribute this to the 
lessons I’ve learnt in God’s Church. 

Clearing up some misconceptions 
people may have about the !nancial 
industry. Here are a few things I have 
learned that are not true. 

It's OK to put all your eggs in one 
basket.

Bears are cuddly and bulls are bad.

It's OK to sleep at work.

The document shredder is your best 
friend.

Embezzling is just another way of 
saying I want a raise.

It's only illegal if you get caught.

Insider trading is OK because it's cold 
outside.

Don't have a diversi&ed portfolio or 
people will think you can't make up 

your mind.

Most brokers think, what would 
Bernie Mado$ do?

   

                                                                      
         Jessica Del!no – Montreal. 

SEVEN THINGS I HAVE LEARNED ABOUT THE FINANCIAL INDUSTRY.
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 Reflections

  Since I was a little girl I have loved 
babies, so when Dan and I were married in 
1991 the natural step for me was to think 
we could start a family immediately, which 
wasn’t the case. We went through many 
disappointments and frustrations and one 
doctor told us we would probably never 
have children. After three 
miscarriages we started to 
believe that he was right. We 
thank God everyday that he 
was wrong. 
  Our !rst child was born 
in 1997, not without 
complications, but with 
God’s hand. He was born 
at term but I had to have 
an emergency C-section 
which led to me needing 
three blood transfusions. But 
everything worked out and 
we had a healthy baby boy. 
We then went on to have 
another child in 1999, a girl. 
This was interesting because 
temperamentally she was quite stubborn 
and thought she knew what she wanted 
from birth! Then two more boys, 14 months 
apart, then last but not least our little girl 
who !nishes our family beautifully. 
  Dan and I are just starting to remember 
what it was like when it was just the two 
of us because now that our eldest is 13, we 
do let him look after the others while we 
spend some time with each other, which 
we had almost forgotten what that was 
like. Sometimes days would go by without 
prayer or Bible study because I got so 
wrapped up in everything going on that I 
wouldn’t think about doing it. Even now it 
is an effort for me to take the time when I 
know there is so much to do.
  Having children and learning their different 
personality traits is interesting. You would 
think that in having !ve children there 
would be a lot of similarity, but they are all 
so different. Our boys are really into sports, 
they love soccer and the team atmosphere. 

We have one who is more competitive, 
while the other two want to win but they 
don’t take it as personally. Our daughters 
are at different stages because of their age 
differences but they have the same interests, 
just at different levels.
  I have started back to work and it has 

been an adjustment for the family. I was 
doing a lot for the family and the kids now 
have to pick up some of the slack. But I 
am learning that this is a good thing. We 
need to encourage our children to be able 
to look after themselves, to treat each other 
respectfully, as this will bene!t them in 
their own lives later on.
  In growing up, church was always a big 
part of my life and now it is a large part of 
our family life. We try to make it a time to 
look forward to. For instance: Friday nights 
are known as milkshake night, which the 
children look forward to this every week; 
we try to read the Bible with the children, 
or play a game and talk about our week; 
it’s a good winding down time for all of us. 
Church services are a familiar part of our 
lives because the children have been doing 
it since the time they were born. They know 
what is expected of them and we make sure 
we bring quiet toys and encourage them 
when we see them doing well. Sitting at 

church every week has taught them how 
to sit anywhere and be still and quiet when 
required. Going to restaurants is rewarding 
because they know how to behave and 
people around us recognize this and 
appreciate it. We know the older children 
are listening even if it doesn’t look like 

it, as they do come up with 
very interesting questions 
afterwards. The kids enjoy 
going to church because the 
people there talk to them and 
make them feel a part of it 
all. It truly is a big family.                                                                                             
 The feast is always a topic 
of conversation all year long, 
and as soon as it is over we 
start talking and planning 
just to keep the kids looking 
forward to keeping God’s 
plan in mind. There have 
been times when we shared 
one room as a family, 
and nothing promotes 
togetherness better than 

sharing one room with a family of seven! 
But it is a great learning experience and we 
make do with it all. We have also had some 
accommodations where we have been able 
to have three bedrooms, and that is nice 
too! But if you ask the children, I wouldn’t 
be surprised if they would choose the one 
room over the multiple one. At the feast we 
try to include the children in the activities 
by letting each of them choose something 
they would enjoy. We all do the same when 
it comes to restaurants, where the children 
get to choose, and we all go and enjoy 
their selections.  The feast is such a great 
time and sharing it with your children is 
priceless. 
                
                                                          
          Julie Morasse - Ottawa

FAMILY 
TOGETHERNESS


